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MY GIRLFRIEND IS FLICKING THE 
REAN AFTER SEX IN SECRET. 


Q: 

about the rai 


I’m currently in a serious relatio¬ 
nship — it's my first one as an adult. 
) So far, it’s great. We talk for hours 
random things we find interesting and 
it’s gotten to the point where we have this near¬ 
telepathic ability to know what the other is think¬ 
ing. We’ve been together for several months, and 
we still grin like maniacs whenever we see each 
other. I’m taking that as a good sign. 

The one snag in this whole thing is the sex. 
Don’t get me wrong, I think we have amazingly 
hot sex. Last week, we almost knocked a closet 
over and a neighbor had to check up on us. 

The thing is, Trish (not her real name) 
doesn’t seem to agree. I’ve noticed that she plays 
with herself after we’ve had sex. I’d wake up and 
there she’d be, flicking the bean from beneath the 
sheets, and she never really brings it up with me 
afterwards. 

My guy friends don’t seem to have this prob¬ 
lem; their girls all seem to be pretty satisfied. 
Could I be doing something wrong? Am I missing 
something crucial? Is there anything I can do to 
be better at this? 

A ^The first piece of advice I’m going to 
"give you is this: don’t compare your 
®sex life with other guys’ sex lives. 
That’s just noise. You don’t know what’s really go¬ 
ing on with them; for all you know, they could be 
having issues too. It’s just that they either don’t talk 
about it or don’t realize it. 


The second piece of advice I’m going to give 
you is to not think of this as “not doing sex right.” 
There is no wrong way to do sex, as long as you 
both consent to it. What you should concentrate 
on instead is figuring out what’s prompting your 
girlfriend to do the two-finger ballet. 

It’s possible that Trish is worried about 
something and she’s having trouble concentrating 
on how good you’re making her feel. Ironically, 
one of the things she might be worried about is 
not orgasming. 

Tet’s face it, most of us think of the orgasm 
as the endgame of sex—that’s why we sometimes 
call it “climaxing.” But getting hung up on that 
gets in the way of women enjoying the lead-up to 
it. Most women find it hard enough to work them¬ 
selves up to that peak pleasure 
point (it takes a while for them 
to get really turned on); it gets BY t L t A 

extra-difficult if they feel like 
they’ll disappoint a partner if they don’t have that 
mind-blowing orgasm. So they do what Sally did 
at that diner in “When Harry Met Sally:” they fake 
it. 

Then, because the foreplay actually worked 
and they’re turned on, they’ll finish themselves 
off in relative privacy and they wouldn’t have to 
worry about anyone else. They don’t bring it up to 
avoid hurting their partner’s feelings. 

If this turns out to be the issue, then you 
both need to work on not thinking of the orgasm 
as the goal of sex. Take away the pressure of per¬ 


formance by focusing on just feeling good and 
helping each other feel good. Experiment with 
toys. Do some role-playing. 

And if it turns out that she’s worried about 
something else like job or family issues, offer to 
do (a non-sexual) something to help relieve her 
stress. Be a sounding board. Run a few errands 
for her. 

Another possibility is that she’s just still 
turned on by the sex, but she wants to give you 
time to recover. In general, men need more re¬ 
covery time than women on post-orgasm. Trish 
might be letting you get some well-deserved 
rest while she keeps the fire you lit burning (she 
wouldn’t want your efforts to go down the waste). 
If she doesn’t talk to you about it, she probably 
doesn’t know how to 
bring it up—or if she 
should bring it up at all. 

If this turns out to 
be what’s going on, then see if she’s open to your 
participation in her bean flicking. Take it for the 
compliment that it is: you’ve done an exceptional 
job of turning her on, and now you can have a bet¬ 
ter idea of what she likes. 

There are other reasons why she might be 
doing this, but you shouldn’t automatically think 
of this as a failure of your sexual performance. In¬ 
stead, take this as an opportunity to add another 
dimension to your relationship. Having open and 
honest conversations about sex, without putting 
pressure on either of you, can do wonders. 


ALMAZORA 
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VIVIV5 

Pundits would claim the Vivo 
V5 to be quintessential selfie 
smart phone, and we do agree. 
It carries a 13-megapixel main 
camera and a 20-megapixel 
selfie camera, on top of an im¬ 
pressive AMOLED display and 
a sleek grip-friendly design. 
Best of all, it’s marked at only 
Pi2,ooo. Selfie away, guys. (J.V.) 
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GADGETS 



NINTENDO SWITCH 

With the hottest addition to the Nintendo empire 
dropping in March and all the anticipation built up 
for it, should you be excited? Longtime Nintendo fans 
sure are, and so should you. With its breakaway joy- 
con controllers, adaptable display, immensely varied 
play styles, and a host of enticing titles, the Switch 
promises to be a lot of things and more - just be 
aware that this baby does tend to drink up a lot of 
energy. (Jonette Valenciano) 



BOSE QUIET 
COMFORT25 

The thing with fancy headphones 
is that it often takes a huge bite 
out of your coffers. Fortunately, 
this isn’t the case with the Bose 
QuietComfort25. Equipped with 
noise-cancelling tech, an extra- 
comfy design, and long-lasting 
battery life, it is more affordable 
and performs just as well as the 
other models on the market. (J.V.) 
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THE CASE 
FOR CHRIST 

Just in time for the up¬ 
coming Holy Week, The 
Case for Christ, an adap¬ 
tation of the best-selling 
book of the same name 
written by Lee Strobel is 
set to hit the screens on 
the first week of April. 
It follows the attempt 
of atheist and award¬ 
winning journalist Lee 
Strobel (Mike Vogel) to 
disprove her wife’s new¬ 
found faith in Christi¬ 
anity. Strobel uses his 
years of journalistic ex¬ 
perience to counter her 
wife’s growing devotion, 
inevitably pitting his 
resolute atheism against 
her commitment to be¬ 
lieve. (Ton Rivera) 


BEAUTY AND 
THE BEAST 

Disney has expanded its market audience 
to include adults and kids at heart. The 
much-awaited live adaptation of the well¬ 
loved classic, Beauty in the Beast, features 
fan favorites Emma Watson, Dan Stevens, 
Luke Evans, Ewan Mcgregor, Ian McKellen 
and Emma Thompson. Fans will be sing¬ 
ing along with this classic in theaters soon. 
(T.R.) 

THE FATE OF THE 
FURIOUS 

Yet another installment of the successful 
Fast and Furious franchise awaits fans this 
April. It stars long-time Fast and Furious 
mainstays Vin Diesel, Dwayne Johnson 
and Michelle Rodriguez. The film follows 
the life of the gang after they have retired 
from the game, only to be drawn back to it 
by a mysterious woman out to drag them 
into her own world of crime. (T.R.) 



12 MARCH-APRIL 2017 www.playboyph.com 








V 


GAMES 



MASS EFFECT: ANDROMEDA 

Electronic Arts 

Platforms: Playstation 4, Xbox One, PC 

Electronic Arts’ newest action RPG has come back with a ven¬ 
geance. The game now has tons of new content and a gripping 
storyline to boot, beefed up with a series of compelling side 
quests. And how can we not mention the game’s newest “dateable” 
companion, the alien Jaal. Prepare to annihilate baddies with an 
impressive arsenal of weaponry and slick new moves as well as 
interact with a slew of interesting characters. You won’t be seeing 
your friends anytime soon upon playing this. (Jonette Valenciano) 



FIRE EMBLEM HEROS 

Nintendo 

Platforms: iOS, Android 

Fire Emblem Eleroes plans to do more than just 
firing up your nostalgia. Nintendo has simpli¬ 
fied this title’s battle system for ease of play on 
your phone with color-coding and positioning 
on the battlefield. Thankfully, fallen characters 
can be revived with Orbs, and are returned to 
full health at the completion of each encounter. 
Less trauma for everyone! (J.V.) 



NIOH 

Team Ninja 

Platforms: Playstation 4 


The reviews are in: Nioh may very well be the 
spiritual successor to Dark Souls, and with ex¬ 
cellent reason. The demanding and rewarding 
combat sequences, levels full of hidden dan¬ 
gers and secrets, and a complex and layered 
combat system will have you grinding hard for 
long hours. (J.V.) 
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BOOKS 


GIVEN TO THE SEA 

Mindy McGinnis 
Penguin/Putnam 


Mindy McGinnis’ Given to the Sea is the perfect 
summer companion for book lovers--who love 
fantasy and are looking for an interesting stop¬ 
gap as the Winds of Winter--is yet to arrive. 
The title character is Khosa, and hers is an 
undesirable fate: born to be fed to the water. 
But there’s a lot that’s happening between that 
and Khosa’s here and now: tides rising, a father 
expecting an heir, dying magic, and armies 
marching for conquest. (Nathaniel T. Dela Cruz) 





THE BONE WITCH 
(THE BONE WITCH #1) 

Rin Chupeco 
Sourcebooks Fire 

Tea is a bone witch, and that is not good 
even among witches because it means 
necromancy and the ability to resurrect 
the dead. The upside is finding a 
mentor who can give Tea the training 
she needs. The downside? The threat of 
dark forces that Tea should face, soon. 
(NTDC) 



TRAITOR TO THE 
THRONE (REBEL OF 
THE SANDS #2) 

Alwyn Hamilton 

Viking Book for Young Readers 

The sequel to Rebel of the Sands will hit 
bookstores in March, and this time, gunslinger 
Amani aTHiza faces the task of bringing 
down the powerful tyrant of Miraji. The man 
occupying the throne is guilty of patricide, or 
so Amani was made to believe. Will she be 
able to uncover the truth? (NTDC) 
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MUSIC 



BRAD PAISLEY 

Love and War 
Arista Nashville 

The perfect companion to the summer 
sun, a road trip, and the seemingly 
endless bucolic vista leading to the 
beach is vibrant guitar riffs that tow 
an easy-to-sing-along vibe. Ditch your 
old playlist and listen to something 
new, like Brad Paisley’s Love and 
War. The blood is all-country, but the 
meat of Paisley’s new album is rich 
in diverse flavor, especially with the 
John Togerty, Timbaland and Mick 
Jagger collaborations. (Nathaniel T. 
Dela Cruz) 
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Nelly Furtado 

The Ride 

Nelstar Entertainment 


Songs written out of strong emotions during trying times are always 
intriguing as these are often poignant and soulful. If The Ride is indeed 
Nelly Turtado’s 'hangover album,’ fans listening to the Canadian’s 
sixth studio album should anticipate a very stirring set. (NTDC) 



The Jesus and Mary chain 

Damage and Joy 
Artificial Plastic Records 


After 18 years, The Jesus and Mary Chain is back with Damage and Joy 
which is out in March. Expect to hear tinges of the old The Jesus and 
Mary Chain sound, and let’s see if their first ever collaboration with 
producer Youth inspires a new dimension to the band’s music. (NTDC) 
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FOOD 

A Carnivore’s Guide to the 
Veggie Burger revolutions 

A new category of juicy, savory veggie burgers is giving 
beef a run for its money. One variety even “bleeds” 

The veggie burgers of yore were compressed pucks of frozen vegetables thawing sadly on 
kitchen counters before getting the grill treatment. The requisite fixings of tomato, lettuce and 
ketchup were never quite enough to camouflage the tastelessness of these wannabe meats. But 
today the veggie burger is in the midst of a glorious renaissance. Tar from being rubbery faux- 
meat renditions, these patties highlight fresh vegetables and grains and in some cases taste 
exactly like beef. This new breed is imaginative and filling, satiating the hankerings of even the 
most robust carnivores while appealing to the growing group of consumers who are cutting 
back on beef for ethical and environmental reasons. 

Consider the Impossible Burger, the juicy bleeds-like-it’s-beef creation from Silicon 
Valley start-up Impossible Toods. Although the menu at Momofuku Nishi, David Chang’s 
Korean-Italian mash-up in New York, includes delicious brisket ramen and pork belly-fried 
egg sandwiches, it’s this meaty, plant-based burger nestled inside a potato bun that draws 
lunchtime crowds. An affinity for the meatless is also on full display at Amazing Kale Burger in 
the Chicago suburb of Evanston, where the signature dish pairs the ubiquitous green with the 
likes of cremini mushrooms, zucchini and black beans. Tikewise, when Chris Kronner opened 
KronnerBurger in Oakland, the umami-rich mushroom Earth Burger with yuba bacon fast 
became a favorite. Elerewith, a guide to the best restaurants and brands putting out veggie 
patties to be proud of. —AliaAkkam 


VEG-OUT TAKEOUT 

At these joints, springing for a meat-free burg¬ 
er is always the right move. 

Superiority Burger (New York) 

Brooks Headley’s recipe for the delightfully 
messy, Muenster-draped namesake at his tiny 
vegetarian hot spot in Manhattan’s East Village 
is hush-hush. One mouthful in, though, it’s clear 
quinoa is part of the textural allure. 

by CHLOE. (New York and Los Angeles) 

Vegan chef and TV personality Chloe Coscarelli 
is a partner at this upbeat, booming chainlet 
where the coveted burgers include a smoky 
portobelloseitan version with bourbon barbe¬ 
cue sauce and grilled pineapple. 

The Holy Merchant (Houston) 

Just as attractive as the Cajun meat pies at 
this craftbeer hangout is the vegetarian incar¬ 
nation of Chris Shepherd’s Cease and Desist 
Burger: a black-bean-and-olive patty topped 
with house-made pickles and American cheese 
on a freshly baked bun. 

White Owl Social Club (Portland, Oregon) 

This convivial bar with a patio and a fire pit is 
also home to an imaginative beef-wakame- 
hazelnut burger spruced up with misonaise and 
carrot ribbons. Peashoots stand in as a crunchy 
alternative to iceberg. 

PHTOGRAPHY BY GRANT CORNETT 


NETFLIX AND GRILL 

For a chill night at home, seek out one of these 
flavorful heat-and-serve veggie burger options 
at the supermarket. 

Beyond Burger 

The resemblance to ground beef is uncanny, but 
this might beet-juice-extract-bleeding patty 
(see the burger pictured at left), which can be 
found in a growing number of Whole Foods meat 
sections, is spawned solely from plant-based 
proteins. 

Hillary’s World’s Best Veggie Burger 

Despite its lofty, eyebrow-raising name, this or¬ 
ganic burger satisfies. The mellow mix of quinoa 
and underrated millet is bolstered by sweet po¬ 
tato, coconut oil and leafy greens. 

Hot Dang Southwest Grain Burger “El Guapo” 

Wild rice and brown rice, united with barley, oats 
and pumpkin seeds, give this burger a comfort¬ 
ing, nutty backbone. Melded with cotija cheese, 
black beans and green chili peppers, it also tele¬ 
graphs Mexico—especially when slathered with 
guacamole. 

Sunshine Burger Garden Herb 

The first bite of this organic patty—brown rice, 
raw sunflower seeds, carrots, spices and sea 
salt—feels nourishing. Top with quality BBQ 
sauce and a smattering of fried onions, and it 
could pass for homemade. 
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DRINKS 


The Globalist’s Guide to Drinking 



Martinis are manly, but there are more worldly ways to enjoy gin . Here are the new rules . 

For most of the past 500 years, gin--which has just recently become the go-to insider order of the cocktail cognoscenti—has been per¬ 
ceived as a product of either England or Holland. The Dutch popularized the stuff (it was originally genever, a more whiskey-like juniper- 
flavored spirit), and then the British cornered the market with London dry gin—a clean, crisp, juniper-heavy style that was the base of 
the lunchtime martinis of the Mad Men era. But thanks to the growing craft-distillery movement, great gins that break the rules and in¬ 
corporate new flavors, unfamiliar styles and unique ingredients are now being made across the globe. Creative bartenders are discovering 
new ways to use these innovative gins. With that in mind, here are five rules to help you explore the new world of global gin—no English 
or Dutch required. All the international bottles mentioned below are (or will soon be) available in the States, and they’re a welcome change 


from tradition. 

1. THINK BEYOND THE MARTINI 

London dry gin makes a smashing martini, 
but its intensity can overpower the ingredi¬ 
ents in other cocktails. (If you dislike gin be¬ 
cause it tastes like Christmas trees, you’ve 
only ever had London dry.) But less common 
gins can work in all sorts of drinks. Take Gin 
Mare, a Spanish bottling distilled with olives 
and Mediterranean herbs for a beautiful sa¬ 
vory flavor; it’s perfect in a bloody mary. Or 
try the Italian malfy, which is flavored with 
Amalfi and Sicily coast lemons and mixes 
wonderfully in brunch cocktails. 

2. GO LOCAL 

Some of the most compelling gins from 
around the world use ingredients from their 
homelands that can’t be found anywhere else. 
Four Pillars, an excellent gin from Australia 
that recently arrived in the U.S>, incorporates 
the herbal warmth of Tasmanian pepperberry 
leaves and lemon myrtle, both native to Oz. 
For a supremely floral gin, check out G’Vine 

PHTOGRAPHY BY GRANT CORNETT 


Floraison, which uses grapevine flowers from 
Charente in southern France that bloom just 
a few days each year. 

3. MAKE ASPANISH-STYLE G&T 

In Spain the humble gin and tonic is elevated 
to an art form with artisanal gins paired with 
artisanal tonics and garnished with fresh 
fruits and herbs chosen to match each spirit’s 
unique flavors. There are dozens of Spanish- 
made gins, and a few are finally making it 
stateside, including Xoriguer Mahon, serve it 
in a large wineglass filled with ice, use Fever- 
Tree mediterranean tonic water and garnish 
with lavender of fresh lemon. 

4. SIP IT STRAIGHT 

No, you won’t see frat boys doing shots of 
gin anytime soon. But that doesn’t mean the 
spirit always has to be consumed in a cock¬ 
tail. Case in point: Monkey 47. This German 
spirit is flavored with 47 different plant ingre¬ 
dients, from familiar classics such as juniper 


and sage to more exotic ones like musk mal¬ 
low and acacia flowers. Pouring it neat or on 
the rocks is the best way to experience its 
complexity (and with its high price tag—$40 
for a 375-milliliter bottle—it’s almost too pre¬ 
cious to mix). Bourbon loyalists, prepare to be 
converted. 

5. LOOK TO SCOTLAND 

The modern gin revolution began in 1999 in 
Scotland with the launch of cucumber-and- 
rose-flavored Hendrick’s. That brand is now a 
household name, but Scotland also produces 
many other great gins. Sure, the country is 
better known for whiskey, but it’s a veritable 
hotbed of weird gin, including the Botanist, 
made from 22 herbs, berries and other ingre¬ 
dients foraged on the island of Islay, and Cao- 
runn, which uses Highland botanicals. Scot¬ 
land is also home to a thriving group of small 
craft distilleries making gins that are just now 
coming to the U.S., including Edinburgh, Rock 
Rose and Eden Mill. —Jason Horn 
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STYLE 





THE HARLAN + HOLDEN 
CAMINO 

With the summer season upon us, you’re 
most likely looking for an alternate to your 
heavy white sneaks for this hot weather. Har¬ 
lan + Holden wants you to try on their Cami- 
nos for size: the feather-light feel to this will 
have you relishing long walks everywhere. 
The shoe itself is lined with Senso Memory 
Foam, the same stuff your cozy Tempur pil¬ 
low is made of, making every step as weight¬ 
less as imaginably possible. (Jonette Valen- 

ciano) 


ALFRED LANE SOLID 
COLOGNE 

A solid cologne indeed. And for good reason, 
Alfred Lane’s Solid Colognes will keep you 
smelling great all day long, with no reapplica¬ 
tion necessary. It comes in a handy tin case 
that you can pocket or slip into your groom¬ 
ing kit with ease. (J.V.) 

NAVIGATOR 

SUNGLASSES 

Summer is the season for shades. If you’re 
hankering for an alternate to your aviators, 
might we suggest the Navigator? This style 
hybrid combines the bold shape and cover¬ 
age of the aviator and the steady appeal of 
square frames. Wear it for an added touch of 
steampunk to your wardrobe. (J.V.) 
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GEARBOX 



2017 Mitsubishi Strada GT 

For daring travelers, summer is defined by off-road adventures to 
mountainous regions. Such a voyage necessitates a vehicle that car¬ 
ries unbridled power and the exceptional handling of a premium se¬ 


dan. Among the first things that comes to mind is the 2017 Mitsubishi 
Strada GT. The pickup is fitted with a 2.4T MIVEC engine, bolstered by 
its Variable Geometry Turbo (VGT) system. Furthermore, it is built to 
produce clean emissions and has a comfy interior. (Paul Wenceslao) 



2017 BYD FO 

Relative newcomer BYD welcomes 2017 with a fresh take on its mid¬ 
level hatchback. The new Fo comes with slicker contours, a handsome 
grill with an FED logo and a keyless entry system. Its automated man¬ 
ual transmission is rather inventive, allowing you to shift gears sans 
the clutch pedal. (P.W.) 



2017 Chevrolet Trailblazer 

North American trucks are known for their grand stature and impos¬ 
ing exteriors, and the latest incarnation of the Chevy Trailblazer typi¬ 
fies such. Unlike its predecessor, the SUV is equipped with a classy in¬ 
terior, a quieter but still powerful engine, and an infotainment system 
that is compatible with Android Auto and Apply CarPlay. (P.W.) 
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ART 


MARIA fEONA 
ZOLETA: ACID 
SEXCAPADES 

By Paul Wenceslao 

Unapologetic, honest and completely otherworldly are three 
words that could be used to describe multimedia artist Maria 
Jeona Zoleta’s art. Marked by a kitschy innocence, her works 
encapsulates all of the convoluted angsts that come with grow¬ 
ing up in the digitally-fuelled millennial age. Taking whatever 
material that nudges her creatively, she free-spiritedly and al¬ 
most accidentally creates a rainbow-colored neon fantasyland 
that is riddled with unbridled hypersexuality, debauchery and 
femininity. Although way into adulthood at 28 , she says “I am 
a shaman, engineer of kink, chaos, rainbow magic sparkles 
and out of body experiences. Everything is a performance and 
I am coming of age every single time in my space. When you 
see my art, I want you to feel like everything is the worst and 
nothing will be as before, but I am here.” 

Zealously driven by instinct splashed with an element of 
provocation, Jeona’s art has continuously rattled audiences 
both locally and internationally, including this year’s Art Fair 
Philippines — known for being the biggest art event in the Phil¬ 
ippines. She has also reaped prestigious awards like Ateneo’s 
Fernando Zobel Prize for Visual Arts in 2014 and Cultural 
Center of the Philippines’ Thirteen Artists Awards in 2015 . 

Instagram: (ffiexplodingassholes 

Tumblr: rainbowmagicsparklecunt.tumblr.com 

Official website: jeonazoleta.com 
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FORUM 

TROLLS TOOK OVER 
MY PLAYGROUND 

by BUBOI AREVALO 



I n 2014, ZeldaWilliams, the 

daughter of legendary actor Robin 
Williams, deleted her Twitter 
and abandoned her Instagram 
after two users—@PimpStory and @ 
MrGooseBuster—tagged her in tweets 
of what turned out to be fake pictures of 
her father’s dead body. At the time, her 
Oscar-winning father had just committed 
suicide after a long struggle with severe 
depression. 

An outpouring of online support for 
the grieving actress ensued, as she was 
tagged in hundreds, if not thousands, of 
positive messages. Meanwhile, the two 
who tweeted the photoshopped image got 
their accounts suspended. 

What prompted the suspension 
wasn’t so much the messages from well- 
wishers. Rather, it was Williams’ Twitter 


followers—as well as the followers of the 
latter—who reported the two accounts 
posting abusive or inappropriate content. 
Shortly after the “report abuse” threshold 
was passed, Twitter simply enacted the 
suspension per their in-house guidelines. 

Williams eventually reactivated her 
online presence, even posting a tribute to 
her father around the first anniversary 
of his death 1 . Today, she posts cute GITs 
and random musings of the day, just 
like any other user in the Twitterverse. 
Meanwhile, @PimpStory and (a) 
MrGooseBuster—whoever the jackasses 
are—remain suspended. 

Here is an instance where trolls, the 
relatively new and much-reviled specie of 
Internet denizen, got their comeuppance 
for poking fun at grief. Justice was served 
this time and a little corner of the web 


was made safe again. Not all online 
assholery is policed or punished as 
effectively, however. 

Consider that in 2016, 3.4 billion 
people were connected to the Internet 1 — 
some 1.86 billion 2 and 319 million 3 of 
whom were active on Tacebook and 
Twitter respectively every month on 
average. With global Internet traffic in 
2016 already surpassing 1 zettabyte 4 
(the equivalent of 1 billion terabyte 
hard drives), not even the most vigilant 
defenders of online decency and etiquette 
could keep the web clean—and maybe 
even troll-free. 

An entire subset of IT services and 
companies have emerged because of this, 
with “content moderation” being their 
general selling point. Some upsell on their 
capabilities with machine learning and 
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artificial intelligence, saying that algorithms 
are useful for keeping things decent and safe. 
But even the big guys like Facebook, Twitter 
and Microsoft still employ entire divisions of 
people to sift through all that gets posted. 1 * * * 5 

And that’s because the Internet, 
particularly social media, has pretty much 
become a cesspool of all that is dirty about 
humanity. No line of code could ever disinfect 
and sanitize just how vile people could be— 
or how innovative they are with their filth. 

Greater connectivity may have given 
birth to even greater things (like torrents, 
Netflix and unboxing Youtube videos). But 


it has also provided the venue—not to the 
mention the access and anonymity—for 
narcissists 6 , psychopaths and sadists to do 
whatever they like to other people online. 

There used to be a time when trolling 
was benign, being the weapon-of-choice for 
people who were simply outspoken about 
their very niche concerns—like haters of 
the Star Wars prequels or Taylor Swift non¬ 
believers. 

But now, online vitriol is spewed by 
bigots, fascists, racists, misogynists and even 
propagandists, terraforming the Internet to 
almost erase all vestiges of what it used to 
be—a safe space for human expression. 

Nobody knows this more than women, 
who get slut-shamed and threatened with 
revenge porn, rape or violence—at times, 
for no apparent reason. A 2016 Norton 
survey even found that online harassment 
of women (at least among those in New 


Zealand and Australia) are reaching 
“epidemic proportions. 7 ” Fifty-two percent 
of respondents said they experienced some 
form of online harassment at least once. For 
women below 30 years old, it was up to 72 
percent. No wonder the call to disconnect is 
getting louder and gaining ground. 

In recent times though, trolls have 
invaded politics, employing more nefarious 
ways for spreading havoc to potentially 
make a more far-reaching and insidious 
impact, even on the world outside the 
Internet. 

In May 2016, the New York Times 


ran a story 8 about JessikaAro, a journalist 
working for the social media division of 
Finland’s national broadcaster. In 2014, Aro 
made the simple mistake of soliciting from 
her audience their experiences, if any, with 
Russia’s so-called Internet troll army. 

Some replied to her in earnest. The 
majority however bombarded her with 
insults and harassment. A few days after her 
open appeal, Aro received a late night phone 
call from a Ukrainian number. All she could 
hear were gunshots. A text and an email 
message followed, calling her a “NATO 
whore.” Another message arrived claiming 
to be from her father who had already 
been dead for 20 years, saying that he was 
watching her. 

As of late, Russia has been wary of what 
it considers expansionist tendencies from 
the US-led NATO or North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization, who in turn has not made a 


secret of their disdain for Moscow’s role in 
the annexation of Crimea from Ukraine. 

Finland is not part of NATO. But 
because it shares a long border with Russia, 
some in Finland’s political leadership have 
instigated moves that signal them moving 
closer to NATO out of fear of Russian 
adventures with territorial invasion. All this, 
the New York Times writes, makes Finland 
an active front in the “information war” 
being waged by Russia—and Aro, simply 
one of its targets. 

The trolling on Aro did not stop with 
the obviously-fake, posthumous message 
from her father. Fater on, trolls dug up that 
she had been earlier convicted and fined 
for illegal drug abuse and started spreading 
rumors that she was a drug dealer. Pictures 
of Aro dancing in a Bangkok nightclub also 
surfaced. She told the New York Times, 
“They get inside your head, and you start 
thinking: If I do this, what will the trolls do 
next?” 

It’s not clear whether the accounts 
that trolled Aro were just narcissists, 
psychopaths and sadists acting individually, 
were organized under some prankster ring 
leader, or worse, were altogether sponsored 
by Russian officials. 

Either way, parallels can be easily 
drawn with developments here in the 
Philippines. For instance, Senator Feila De 
Fima, who has been an outspoken critic of 
the Duterte administration, suddenly found 
herself on the receiving end of troll attacks 
last year and even up to this day. 

In a recent Channel 4 News UK 
segment, 9 she shared: “Overnight, I got 
more than 2,000 hate messages and calls, 
including death threats.” When asked about 
her trolls, she said: “It’s incessant. They’re 
relentless. So in various forms, I am being 
attacked at all fronts.” 

For a time, Facebook, Twitter and other 
social media platforms were nothing more 
than novel opportunities at dicking around 
online. One could even treat them as digital 
diaries, or as the primary means of keeping 
in touch with friends and loved ones. 

But things have changed and trolls are 
mostly responsible. Where the Internet 
used to be a large but relatively safe 
playground, now it has become an entire 
theater for war. □ 


GREATER CONNECTIVITY MAY HAVE 
GIVEN BIRTH TO EVEN GREATER 
THINGS (LIKE TORRENTS, NETFLIX AND 
UNBOXING YOUTUBE VIDEOS). BUT IT 
HAS ALSO PROVIDED THE VENUE— 
NOT TO THE MENTION THE ACCESS 
AND ANONYMITY—FOR NARCISSISTS, 
PSYCHOPATHS AND SADISTS TO DO 
WHATEVER THEY LIKE TO OTHER 
PEOPLE ONLINE. 


1. As of 2016 - http:ywww.internetlivestats.com/internet-users/ 2. https://www.statista.com/statistics/264810/number-of-monthly-active-facebook-users-worldwide/ 3. https://www.statista.com/statis- 

tics/282o87/number-of-monthly-active-twitter-users/ 4. http:ywww.livescience.com/54094-how-big-is-the-internet.html 5. http://www.newyorker.com/tech/elements/the-human-toll-of-protecting-the- 

internet-from-the-worst-of-humanity 6. https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/your-online-secrets/201409/internet-trolls-are-narcissists-psychopaths-and-sadists 7. https://www.symantec.com/en/au/ 

about/newsroom/press-releases/20i6/symantec_0720_oi 8 . https://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/31/world/europe/russia-finland-nato-trolls.html?smprod=nytcore-iphone&smid=nytcore-iphone-share&_ 

r=i 9. https://www.channel4.com/news/fake-news-tr0lling-in-the-philippines 
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INTERNATIONAL WOMAN 






Having appeared on the cover 
of Playboy all across the globe, 
International Playmate Khloe 
Terae is the quintessential 
bunny. It’s easy to see why the 
world keeps asking for more. 





O ozing with confidence and pas¬ 
sion that match her sexual appeal, 
Khloe’s journey with Playboy start¬ 
ed in 2012 when she was asked to 
jump out of the infamous Playboy 
anniversary cake for Playboy Mexi¬ 
co’s 10th anniversary party. Since then, the 5’g full-time 
model has posed for 15 international Playboy covers, 10 
Playboy US covers, 12 international centerfolds, and she 
has been awarded Playboy’s 2014 International Play¬ 
mate of the Year and 2015 Cyber Girl of the Year. You’d 
think that such accolades would satisfy her thirst, but 
she proves us that she’s just getting started. 

When asked why she wants to be a Playmate she an¬ 
swers, “I’ve always appreciated the magazine growing 
up and looked up to the models. I began modelling at a 
young age, but Playboy was what really made my career 
take off. I have made my dreams come true and adding 
Playboy Philippines to my portfolio is cherry on top of 
the cake.” She smiles and continues, “A Playboy model 
to me represents beauty, confidence, poise and desire; 
all qualities in which I believe I possess.” Tipping her 
Dutch and Italian roots for her multicultural upbring¬ 
ing, Khloe hopes one day of learning how to speak Thai, 
adding to her already impressive linguistic palette of 
English, French, Dutch and Italian. 

A woman that simply can’t be tamed, her typical day 
consists of a morning ritual of breakfast and a quick 
yoga session followed by a full day of work and an eve¬ 
ning of events and parties. “Since I am always travelling 


“A PLAYBOY 
MODEL TO ME 
REPRESENTS 
BEAUTY, 
CONFIDENCE, 
POISEAND 
DESIRE; ALL 
QUALITIES IN 
WHICH I BELIEVE 
I POSSESS” 


and working, my schedule is always go-go-go, but I stay 
consistent with my morning workout no matter where I 
am in the world,” she says. Dreaming of launching her 
own skincare line for both men and women in the fu¬ 
ture, as career-driven as she is, Khloe still knows how 
to enjoy herself. “I like skiing and skating during the 
winter and in the summer I like to bask in the sun to do 
some outdoor yoga, sometimes even teach it for fun. “ 
Turned on by outdoorsy adventurous men like her¬ 
self, her perfect date is romantic. Ideally in the city of 
lovers: Paris, she would love to be wooed and taken out 
on a dinner date followed by a stroll in the beautiful city, 
admiring the quaint architecture and of course, Eiffel 
Tower. If she were to be in a relationship, she’d like it to 
be with a man who is just as ambitious as she is; better 
yet, a man who knows exactly what he wants and goes 
for it. A true go-getter in nature, she quips, “I am very 
ambitious and determined. When I set my goals I make 
sure I accomplish them. I have made my dreams come 
true by never giving up or getting distracted so I want to 
be the inspiration for others to pursue their dreams. I 
want to motivate the people around me to also go after 
their dreams.” 
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If there’s one thing you need 
to know about 23-year old 
Canadian native Khloe Terae, 
it’s that behind her sensuous 
body, luscious locks and 
mesmerizing green eyes is a 
woman who knows what she 
wants. 
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“I have made my dreams come true by never giving up or getting distracted 
so I want to be the inspiration for others to pursue their dreams. I want to 
motivate the people around me to also go after their dreams.” 
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In April 2015, Marvel released a preview 
cover of the first Inferno , featuring Goblin 
Queen Madelyne Pryor in a black leather crop 
top that revealed the underside of her breasts, 
colloquially known as underboob. The look 
wasn’t without controversy: By the time the 
issue debuted in print a month later, the char¬ 
acter’s abbreviated top had been swapped for 
a more conservative full-length shirt. 

Bloggers speculated that the change was 
a result of Marvel trying to appease female 
consumers who’d expressed skepticism that 
the Goblin Queen would be equipped to fight 
crime in such a schmatta. While undeniably 
popular with heterosexual gentlemen, such 
garments have inspired scorn in women, who 
argue that the look has no utilitarian purpose. 
That’s now changing. 

Despite being removed from Marvel’s 
cover, underboob is beginning to transition 
from fashion faux pas to pop culture mainstay 
thanks to celebrities including the Jenner sis¬ 
ters and Rihanna, the latter of whom is such 
a fan of the look that she got an underboob 
tattoo in 2012. In September, Kendall Jenner 
snapchatted herself donning an underboob- 
baring crop top while encouraging young 
people to register to vote, captioning the im¬ 
age “Underboob is my ting [sic].” Social media 
went nuts. 

It’s hard to know whether the underside of 
Jenner’s breasts inspired millennials to head 
to the polls. But we do know the scientific 
term for what’s been called everything from 
“bottom cleavage” to “under-curvature of the 
breasts” to “Australian cleavage” (presumably 
because it’s down under). According to Tlor- 
ence Williams, author of the book Breasts: A 


Natural and Unnatural History and a host of 
the audio series Breasts Unbound , the tech¬ 
nical name for the crease where the breast’s 
bottom meets the chest wall is “inframam¬ 
mary fold.” 

“Tike everything about breasts, there’s 
a huge variety among women in terms of 
whether they have one or not,” Williams ex¬ 
plains. “Some smaller-breasted women may 
not have one at all.” 

Tor centuries, the underboob has been 
relegated to the obscure corners of fashion 
history, simply because clothiers have given 
women little opportunity to show it off. After 
the corset was invented in the 16th century, 
fashion cared only about displaying a wom¬ 
an’s decolletage, neck, chest or cleavage. 

Clearly, the underboob arose at least in part 
as a way for designers and photographers to 
showcase a new part of the breast that hadn’t 
been seen before, without verging into taboo 
(i.e. nipple-baring) territory. “It’s a design 
puzzle: What are the bits and pieces that can 
be shown? What are some of the new ways 
that fabric can be draped on the breast?” says 
Marjorie Jolles, director and associate profes¬ 
sor of women’s and gender studies at Roos¬ 
evelt University, who specializes in fashion. 
“Designers ask themselves, I can’t show a nip¬ 
ple, so what can I show? And what will capture 
our imaginations and speak to our fantasies in 
some way?”’ 

It wasn’t until the American sexual revo¬ 
lution of the 1970s that the underboob was 
brought out from the shadows with the advent 
of boob-baring clothing such as the crop top 
and the tube top. The trend was highlighted 
on playboy’s July 1974 cover, with model 


Christine Maddox in a soaking-wet cropped 
Playboy T-shirt. 

The aerobics craze of the 1980s, which 
spawned the DIY aesthetic of cutoff sweat¬ 
shirts and off-the-shoulder tops, further 
pushed the underboob into everyday life. “It 
had a very real moment in the 1980s, thanks to 
Flashdancef says Tiffany Yannetta, shopping 
director of Racked. 

The most prominent pop cultural example 
of underboob didn’t come until almost a de¬ 
cade later, when the cover of Ween’s 1994 al¬ 
bum, Chocolate and Cheese , flaunted model 
Ashley Savage in a cutoff top and a heavy¬ 
weight wrestling belt bearing the band’s logo. 
According to the cover’s designer, Roger Gor¬ 
man, the concept was to pay homage to the 
sultry, borderline soft-core-porn aesthetic 
of the 1970s, as well as the album art of R&B 
bands such as the Ohio Players. The deci¬ 
sion to showcase Savage’s underboob was 
prompted by a simple question: “How much 
could we get away with without showing too 
much?” 

Initially the label rejected the cover art, fear¬ 
ing it might be perceived as objectifying wom¬ 
en. After much back-and-forth, a compromise 
was reached. The image has since entered the 
indie-rock pantheon, earning Chocolate and 
Cheese a spot on numerous lists of the sexiest 
album covers in history. 

Since then, underboob has become syn¬ 
onymous with a cheesecake aesthetic that 
harkens back to the big-haired, voluptuous 
pinups of the 1970s and 1980s while simul¬ 
taneously channeling the effortless look of 
a girlfriend lounging in your cutoff Patriots 
jersey. (Remember Beyonce’s cutoff top and 



1973 

Erica Jong pens Fear of flying, a 
novel of female sexual liberation 
that sells more than 27 million 
copies worldwide, the cover of the 
original paperback edition features 
a woman half-coverd by a sheet, 
providingin a tantilizing glimps of 
the bottom half of her breast 



1994 

In a watershed moment in 
boobs history, model Ashley 
Savage dons a cutoff shirt and 
a heayweight wrestling belt for 
the cover of Ween’s Chocolate 
and Cheese, thus cementing 
her place in the pantheon of 
underboob displayers. 




1986 

In David Lee Roth’s video for “yan- 
kee Rose,” a woman in a cutoff 
T-shirts flaunts underboob. The 
video is noted in a 1993 episode of 
Beavis and butt-head in which the 
title characters comments that 
thye like it when they see “ the 
bottom of their thingies”. 



2012 

Rihanna, a long time 
underboob fan, gets 
a large tattoo of the 
efyptian goddess Isis, 
wings spread wide, on 
the underside of her 
breast as a tribute to 
her late grandmother 
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red-leopard-print panties on the cover of a 
2013 GQ?) 

In our nostalgia-loving era, there’s a reason 
underboob is so in vogue: It recalls a simpler 
time, during the 1970s and early 1980s, when 
women eschewed push-up bras and implants 
in favor of a bouncier, more natural look. 

“The unharnessed, braless breast appears 
again and again in fashion these days,” Jolles 
says. “The breast isn’t so much pushed up, 
which requires a lot of artifice, boning and 
mechanics. I think underboob represents a 
more natural aesthetic, which maybe signals 
an aesthetic that is trending away from the 
silicone look. It’s the natural look of a breast 
in its droopier state.” 

That’s not to say the underboob’s new 
popularity is liberating for women. Social me¬ 
dia trends such as the underboob challenge, 
which involves putting pens underneath 
women’s breasts to test their perkiness, raise 
the question of whether our cultural taste 
for underboob propagates unrealistic beauty 
standards. “It’s really keyed into the appeal of 
the youthful breast,” Jolles says. “The breast 
that has been through a pregnancy and age 
doesn’t have underboob, at least not the way 
we think of it.” 

After all, to rock an underboob in the first 
place, you have to have ample breasts, and 
they need to be taut and perky enough to cre¬ 
ate the desired half-moon-under-the-breast 
effect. 

“I feel like it’s a feat of science, or rather, 
your boobs have to be super perky,” my friend 
Marian says. “I’d say my boobs are on the 
perky side of the spectrum, but even I couldn’t 
pull it off.” 


Even those with objectively perky breasts 
may not pass the exacting aesthetic stan¬ 
dards of plastic surgeons. Dr. Daniel Maman, 
a surgeon at 740 Park Plastic Surgery in New 
York City, says he considers these standards 
when analyzing a patient’s breast during a 
consultation. “If you look at the aesthetically 
ideal breast, you want it to have a little bit of 
hang, but you want to be able to see the un¬ 
derboob, or crease, when you look at the per¬ 
son from the front view,” he says. 1 lowever, he 
adds, women have “tremendous variation” in 
terms of where their inframammary folds are 
placed; in the case of large-breasted women 
or women who have breast-fed, the folds may 
not be visible. 

Williams speculates that the Jenners’ un- 
derboob-baring crop tops plus such social 
media trends as the underboob challenge 
could create anxiety for women who feel self- 
conscious about the size and shape of their 
breasts. “We tend to be in a moment when the 
large breast reigns supreme, and it’s only real¬ 
ly the large breast that has the capacity to hold 
something in the mammary fold,” she said. 

The last thing women need is another part 
of their anatomy to feel self-conscious about, 
but as long as crop tops and bralettes rule the 
red carpet, underboob won’t be going away 
anytime soon—at least not if inframammary- 
fold-loving dudes have anything to say about 
it. 

Trom the young-single-male perspective, 
my friend Dashiell explains, “underboob 
catches the eye and shows off the perkiness 
and cup-ability of the boob. Tike, if you’ve 
got handsome underboob, you probably have 
lovely breasts to behold firsthand. And sec¬ 


ondhand.” My friend Miles expresses further 
enthusiasm: “Cleavage and overboob and nip¬ 
ples get a lot of the glory because of visibility 
and accessibility. But underboob can be very 
aesthetically pleasing and great to cup, like if 
you want to pretend your hands are a bra.” 
(More than a few men also told me that expo¬ 
sure to underboob was one of the more pleas¬ 
ant side benefits of performing cunnilingus.) 

Still, crop tops verge on looking like thrift- 
shop workout gear, and for most women, re¬ 
vealing underboob is more a fashion faux pas 
than a statement, an indicator that they should 
have sized up that bra or tank top. Tor men, 
however, the appeal is simple. “The nipple is 
still taboo,” Williams says. “Underboob allows 
you to keep the nipple hidden but present a 
suggestion of the breast as well.” 

Tor a long time, the underboob made few 
public appearances, occasionally emerging on 
comic-book covers, in 1980s hair-metal videos 
or during spin class when the lady next to you 
wore a tragically ill-fitting sports bra. 

“It’s so impractical,” says Yannetta. “Side 
boob is one thing, because you can be wearing 
a gown. Underboob requires you to have most 
of your torso exposed.” 

Diana Tsui, senior fashion market editor for 
New York magazine’s The Cut , agrees. “We’re 
in a time when it’s not enough just to be slim; 
you have to be fit too. And nothing shows that 
more than having a toned stomach,” she says. 
While side boob is “more egalitarian” in the 
sense that a woman doesn’t necessarily need 
to have huge boobs and a taut stomach to rock 
the trend, she says, underboob “is not as for¬ 
giving—you have to have amazing abs, plus 
perky boobs.” B 


2013 

GQ names Beyoce the sexi¬ 
est woman of the century. 
Queen Bey appears on the 
cover of the magazine sport¬ 
ing a belly chain red-leop- 
ard-print underwear and a 
cutoff jersey that bares just 
a hint of underboob 



tgggp 

2015 

Thailand officially bans under¬ 

p,C 


boob selfies, stating that such 

BS 

■ 

content is obscene and could 


potentially cause “damage to 


t/j ^ 

the country’s security” or “pub¬ 



lic panic”. Anyone caught post- 



ning underboob selfies could 



face up to five years in prison 


2015 

Marvel releases a preview 
of the first cover of first 
issue of inferno featuring 
superhero Madelyne Pryor 
in leather underboob-baring 
contraption. A month later, 
Pryor’s crop top is replaced 
with a full length shirt 



2016 

Purportedly as way to 
convince teen to vote, 
kendall Jenner snaps 
herself in a cropped 
sweater at MTV’s Total 
Registration Live, with 
the caption “Under¬ 
boob is my thing”. 
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THE GENTLEMAN'S GUIDE TO 




The heat is on! Open-and-shut, the utmost weaving is to dig out a careful 
sculpted coiffure. Going out wearing a fresh look on a burning season 
exempts you from its grunting release, plus, indulging in a banter comes 
to be no hypothesis. Deck your polls with punching updos to plainly 
dodge that sweaty expression brought by warmer months. 

Favored to serve you these punches around the metro are the snappy 
hairdressers that acquaint you into a supercool craze who does not 
just ensue the styling sensations but the ones who outwits with a no- 
nonsense circumvention. Here are the four showstopping barber shops 

that rebel against convention. 


BY CELENE SAKURAKO 


BARBER SHOPS 



no.01 FELIPE AND SONS BARBERDASHERY 


Named after the Philippines and its sons, Felipe and Sons first 
opened its doors in 2C13 at Salcedo Village’s P. Leviste Street. 

Set in the comfort of a stylish yet manly lounge, it has grown to six 
branches to date, with their second being their flagship store in Or- 
tigas and the others in Makati, BGC, and most recently San Juan. 

Wooing the sons of Manila with their exemplary head-to-toe 
services as a “barberdashery” or a barbershop plus haberdashery, 
they have continued to offer supreme haircuts and grooming, as well 
as custom clothing that range from barongs to a fully tailored suit. 
Noted for providing the option of hair consultation, where their bar¬ 
bers discuss what haircut best suits you, you are encouraged to sit 
back and relax with a drink or two. 
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no. 02 JOHN BARBERS 



Designed with the international businessmen of Manila in mind, John Barbers 
is an airport-lounge inspired barber shop situated within the lobby of the Som¬ 
erset Millennium Hotel in Makati’s Legaspi Village . Manned by a team of globally- 
experienced barbers and therapists, they offer premier manicure, pedicure, facial and 
massage services on top of haircuts, grooming and tailoring. With barber chairs fully 
equipped with Bluetooth speakers for music, USB ports and sockets for charging elec¬ 
tronics, and mirrors with built-in personal LCD screens for entertainment, it is an ideal 
place for the man on-the-go. Boasting an assembly of foreign magazines in its shelves, it 
is also known for their Nap Room, Bathroom Suite and Shower Lounge. 



no. 03 THE UNION STATION BARBERSHOP 


Located within the secondfloor of The Link Building in Ayala 
Center, Makati, The Union Station Barbershop has rightfully 
earned its reputation as one of snazziest barbershops in the 
city since opening in 2C14. Donning a NYC-inspired interior that 
embraces the modern age, their barbers strive for a dapper yet 
fashion-forward look. 

Known for their hair dyeing expertise and signature singeing 
treatment, which removes excess hair fuzz with the speedy whips 
of a burning flame, this barbershop functions just like a salon. It 
is the go-to place for men who are down to experiment with inno¬ 
vative new hairstyles and grooming. Also, both male and female 
customers are welcome to get a spankin’ new do. 
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No. 04 THE VILLAGE BARBER AND SUPPLY SHOP 




Coming from the creators of Back 
Alley Barber Shop, The Village Bar¬ 
ber and Supply Shop quietly sits 
within the second floor of BGC’s 
Forbes Town Center overlooking 
the fairways of the Manila Golf 
and Country Club. A retreat from 
the concrete jungle, this quaint bar¬ 
bershop prides itself for its extensive 
services that have been cultivated 
and perfected way before its opening 
in 2014. 

With two more branches, one 
in Pasig and the other in Nuvali, they 
have kept men happy with traditional 
foolproof haircuts and grooming. 
Offering what they call the “Fonzie” 
and “Paint It Black” —a deep scalp 
cleansing made for pomade loyal¬ 
ists and hair coloring treatment re¬ 
spectively—you will receive quality 
pampering, complimentary cup of 
a hand-pressed coffee or a bottle of 
beer. 
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MAIN ATTRACTION 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY OWEN REYES 

WORDS BY PAUL WENCESLAO 

MAKEUP BY LINKEE COUSNARD 
HAIR & STYLING BY OLI PABUSTAN 


Miss March Maine Eugenio is built to perform whether on stage or in front of 
the camera. A word of warning: her every performance is highly addictive. 


M aine Eugenio is, for all intents and 
purposes, a performer. In front of the 
camera, she confidently flaunts her 
slender torso and generous derriere, 
much to our delight. Meanwhile, 
on stage, she places an endearing trance on her audience, 
dazzling them with her sultry voice and sensuous dance 
moves. It’s easy to see why she is born for the spotlight, and 
all you can do is nod the moment you catch a glimpse of our 
headstrong princess. 

When not posing for the camera or gracing car shows, 
Maine regularly performs at Cowboy Grill and other popular 
nightspots with her girl group RockChx. Effortlessly, she 
serenades the crowd to an assortment of radio hits, and then 
sizzles like a firecracker on the dance floor. “I love to dance 
and sing. Seeing the crowd dance and enjoy themselves 
makes me happy,” she exclaims. 

Maine is a relative newcomer to the modeling industry, 


which comes as a surprise given the ample amount of 
confidence that she frequently carries. With only one year of 
experience, she has already appeared in print ads and is a 
fixture in car shows. She also bears the candor of a seasoned 
professional. “I want to be an inspiration to other single 
moms. And my Playboy shoot is a personal statement - a 
mom can be just as sexy as any woman who doesn’t have 
kids,” she reveals. 

Outside of modeling and performing, Maine spends much 
of her free time at home, valuing her rest more than partying 
at various clubs. “Go to work, head home, cook, and then rest 
comprises my daily routine,” she admits, “I matured early, 
thus I’d rather rest and prepare myself for another busy day.” 
Furthermore, she sees to it that she visits the cemetery every 
once in a while so she can spend a slew of precious moments 
with her mom. 

Blessed with amiable facial features and a sexy pair of 
eyes, she has no trouble securing the favorable attention of 
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the opposite sex whether on stage, in a bar, or while dining in her 
favorite chicken inasal joint. “Guys usually notice my ass first,” she 
chuckles, “I usually get turned on by gentlemen with an inner bad 
boy. In public, he should be a gentleman, but in private, when we’re 
getting intimate, I’d be pleased if he unleashes the bad boy.” 

Speaking of turn-ons, the neck is Maine’s primary pleasure 
point. She gets tickled pink when a guy gently touches or pecks on 
her neck. A confessed nature lover, intimacy and open spaces go 
hand-in-hand for her. “I’d love to do it in the beach, at a particular 
corner that only we know, while listening to the sound of the waves. 
There’s an added thrill in doing it outdoors,” she laughs. 

Maine believes that sexiness in a woman is defined by her 
confidence and the way she carries herself. Having admirable 
physical qualities is certainly a bonus, but being comfortable in 
one’s own skin holds more weight. Empowered, she upholds her 
own identity as a woman and an individual. “There is beauty in 
being yourself and being confident about who you are, she explains, 
“Achieving success is more gratifying since you did it without trying 
to become someone else.” 

The entire world is a stage and Maine is always ready to dish out 
a spirited performance. Judging by her photos, we’re pretty sure 
that you would pine for an endless string of encores. 

Contrary to what one would think, Janine is actually quite shy. 
Sure, she has no trouble baring skin in front of the camera, but the 
thought of doing interviews or even make-up tutorials on YouTube 
frightens her. “I know what to say, but my mind just freezes. It’s a 
bad case of stage fright, I guess,” she laughs. 

As for her future plans, Janine maintains a pragmatic mindset. 
She recognizes that one can’t have the proverbial spotlight forever, 
which is why she’s determined to make the most out of her 
experience while she’s still young. And posing for Playboy is indeed 
a step in the right direction. 

“Tor us models, we love the exposure and the other benefits 
that Playboy can give us. We can get more projects and the added 
publicity helps us gain more successful careers,” she explains. 

Janine intends to rise above the ranks in the modeling world 
and be recognized for the things that she has and will accomplish. 
We can’t wait until she reaches the top and conquers more ground. 
And based on her photos, she’ll be happy to take your undivided 
attention on the way there. 
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CLASSIC INTERVIEW 


MATTHEW 

MCCONAUGHEY 


IPs hard to believe now, but for a while Matthew McConaughey made a lot of people nervous about where he might be bound. 
After his big-screen debut as a charismatic horn-dog stoner in the 1993 indie classic Dazed and Confused, McConaughey got the 
big Hollywood leading-man buildup with the 1996 legal thriller A Time to Kill, with Sandra Bullock, and the 1997 space drama 
Contact, opposite Jodie Foster. Inviting comparisons to golden-era golden boys Paul Newman, Steve McQueen and Robert Redford, 
the young Texas native got pegged by entertainment mavens as the new kid in town, out to crush the then hot movie crop of wafer- 
thin, feather-haired man-children. Then a 1999 police bust found him dancing naked and playing bongos while seemingly high. 


Meanwhile, better roles in better movies kept 
going to other guys. By the 2010s, despite the 
occasional prestige project (see Amistad, 
The Newton Boys, We Are Marshall), he had 
spent a decade charming Jennifer Lopez, 
Kate Hudson and Jennifer Garner in light 
romantic comedies including The Wedding 
Planner, How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days and 
Ghosts of Girlfriends Past. That’s a way to 
make bank but not necessarily a way to get 
top moviemakers to chase you down. Worse, 
it raised the question: Had McConaughey 
reached his potential or squandered it? 

The answer became obvious when he 
stepped away for around 18 months and 
came back with a career-redefining perfor¬ 
mance in Dallas Buyers Club as an AIDS- 
stricken rodeo cowboy, a part previously 
earmarked for Brad Pitt or Ryan Gosling. In 
addition to requiring him to bring his weight 
down to 135 pounds, the part earned him the 


2014 best actor Oscar. That same year, he 
shape-shifted into nihilistic cop Rust Cohle 
on HBO’s groundbreaking series True De¬ 
tective. Capping these with a centerpiece 
stint in Christopher Nolan’s sci-fi epic 
Interstellar ; the actor had clearly pulled off a 
full-scale career resurrection, a turnaround 
that became known as “the McConaissance.” 
He was so good, it made us wonder why we 
ever doubted him. 

Born Matthew David McConaughey on 
November 4, 1969, in Uvalde, Texas, he is 
the youngest of three brothers. The old¬ 
est, Michael “Rooster” McConaughey, is a 
self-made millionaire and star of CNBC’s 
West Texas Investors Club, and Patrick is in 
the drilling-pipe business. They’re the kids 
of Trenton, New Jersey-born Mary Kay 
Kathleen McCabe (“KMac” to the family), 
a retired kindergarten teacher, and Mis¬ 
sissippi-born oil-pipe-supply businessman 


James “Big Jim” Donald McConaughey, who 
was drafted to play pro ball for the Green 
Bay Packers. McConaughey’s larger-than- 
life parents brought up their sons with 
strict adherence to Methodist principles, 
but according to the actor they were also 
“wild rebels,” marrying each other three 
times and divorcing twice. The family 
moved in 1980 to Longview, Texas, where 
the youngest McConaughey cut a swath for 
himself as a strong student, athlete and la¬ 
dies’ man at Longview High School before 
spending a year in Australia as a Rotary ex¬ 
change student in 1988. Vacillating between 
pursuing law or psychiatry, he instead en¬ 
rolled in 1989 at the University of Texas at 
Austin, graduating with a radio-television- 
film degree in 1993. He had already booked 
several student films and TV commercials 
before landing, in 1992, that life-changing 
role in Richard Linklater’s Dazed and Con- 
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fused. 

He was launched, spending more and 
more time in Hollywood making high-pro¬ 
file films while gaining a rep as a partyer 
with an eye for famous beauties including 
Ashley Judd, Sandra Bullock, Janet Jackson 
and Penelope Cruz. In 2006, well into his 
“healthy, fluent, single years,” he met Brazil¬ 
ian model Camila Alves. They got married 
in a Catholic ceremony in 2012; today they 
have three kids, Levi (age eight), Vida (seven) 
and Livingston (four). The family divides 
its time between Malibu, California and a 
io,ooo-square-foot Austin, Texas estate, 
which suggests that McConaughey’s man¬ 
tra, JKL—short for “Just keep livin’”—has 
served him pretty damn well. 

Contributing Editor Stephen Rebello, 
who last interviewed Andy Samberg for 
PLAYBOY, spent an afternoon in Los Ange¬ 
les with the actor. “Matthew McConaughey 
saunters into the room like he owns the 
place,” reports Rebello. “We were set 
up in a dimly lit private lounge in West 
Hollywood kitted out with low-slung 
black couches, arty photo blowups on 
the wall and cold beer on tap. The lo¬ 
cale was just right for McConaughey 
and his singular vibe—that lived-in, 
uber-American cowboy thing with its 
undercurrent of danger, a timeless 
style that has helped make him worth 
watching for nearly 25 years in close 
to 50 films. 

“Talking with Matthew is a study 
in Southern hospitality. Once he gets 
comfortable, he’s enormously warm, 
with a booming laugh and hands that are al¬ 
ways grabbing a shoulder or patting a leg for 
emphasis. Sometimes he bounces around 
the room, acting out his stories, and he’s al¬ 
ways fully alive in the moment—your cool¬ 
est lifelong friend who turned out great, de¬ 
spite the odds, and who never forgets where 
he came from.” 

PLAYBOY: Starting with your big-time 
leading-man breakout in A Time to Kill in 
1996, up through your romantic-comedy 
stints throughout the 2000s, you’ve been 
famous and infamous for going shirt¬ 
less. Audiences may have a hard time un¬ 
seeing the shirtless and pantsless Mat¬ 
thew McConaughey unveiled in your new 
movie, Gold, in which you play a flabby 
middle-aged prospector-hustler with a 
stomach that topples over his belt, a saggy 
posterior, a comb-over and funky teeth. 
MCCONAUGHEY: [Laughs] You mean the 
audience will be like, “Look at the walrus”? 


PLAYBOY: Well, kind of. Without spoil¬ 
ing the surprises, you, Edgar Ramirez 
and Bryce Dallas Howard play characters 
caught up in the notorious real-life Bre- 
X gold-mining swindle of the 1990s. You 
play a beer-bellied, chain-smoking fictional 
character named Kenny Wells. Is the way 
you look in the movie a way of winking at 
critics and journalists who knocked you for 
trading on your physique? 
MCCONAUGHEY: I don’t believe the way 
I look as Kenny is eccentric in any way. I 
wouldn’t play to that. That’s real weight, not 
prosthetics. My fighting weight is about 185, 
which is where I am now. I loved the scrap¬ 
piness and vitality I felt when I was down 
at 135, the weight I was for Dallas Buyers 
Club. I’d gotten back to about 165 on True 
Detective , but with Gold it was, “This guy is 
a desirer. He fulfills. He’s a yes.” That got 
me thinking about my dad. Oh, man, he 
loved to eat, drink and host. He was six- 


three or six-four and weighed about 260 at 
one point. This guy Kenny takes all of it in 
too. He’s Captain Fun, acting like every day 
is Saturday even if he’s at the bottom of the 
barrel. Before we started shooting, I had a 
few months to indulge. If there was any¬ 
thing I wanted to eat or drink, I said yes. If I 
second-guessed myself, I had to have twice 
as much. To this day, my kids’ favorite dad¬ 
dy was when I was playing Kenny, because 
instead of having pizza just on Friday night, 
it was Tuesday night, any night. 

PLAYBOY: What did your wife, Camila, 
think of Captain Fun? 

MCCONAUGHEY: She loved it. I was so 
much fun. I was saying yes to every de¬ 
sire—without losing my marriage. 
PLAYBOY: After decades of golfing, run¬ 
ning and surfing, how did the months of 
bingeing make you feel? 

MCCONAUGHEY: My body felt great. I 
slept great. My back and knees, everything 
felt physiologically better. Mind you, if you 


lived on the diet for four years, you would 
feel lethargic. I figured it out: What makes 
you tired when you’re overindulging is 
thinking about quitting. What makes you 
tired is looking in the mirror on Monday 
morning and going, “You gotta clean your¬ 
self up, man.” I would wake up on Monday 
morning and go, ‘“Let’s have another beer 
and cheeseburger!” I really never got tired 
of cheeseburgers, so it was more fun get¬ 
ting there than to lose it all. But you just 
break a sweat for an hour a day, whether it’s 
working out, dancing, running, whatever. 
PLAYBOY: Can a transformation like that 
ever give you the freedom of public ano¬ 
nymity, at least temporarily? After all, isn’t 
it part of an actor’s arsenal to be able to qui¬ 
etly observe the mannerisms and behaviors 
of others? 

MCCONAUGHEY: Damn right it is. For 
Dallas Buyers Club, I didn’t leave the house. 
This time, I was up-front, head high, open 
with every stranger, any fan. But 
when you’re a known, recognizable 
person and the world becomes a 
mirror, how do you observe? 
PLAYBOY: When you were bulking 
up for Gold, did you experience any 
fat-shaming? 

MCCONAUGHEY: Some people 
said I looked much healthier. My 
mom was very happy until I got 
close to 200 pounds, and then she 
was like, “All right, fat-ass, that’s 
enough already. You look like you 
got two pigs wrestling in your trou¬ 
sers.” But my brother Rooster said, 
“It’s Pop all over again.” He thought I was so 
loosey-goosey and fun, he didn’t want me to 
take off the weight. I got nice and swollen all 
right, but I told Rooster, “I’m going to lose a 
little bit of the weight, but I’m going to keep 
the spirit of Kenny Wells alive.” 

PLAYBOY: When did you feel the tide turn¬ 
ing your way, the birth of what became la¬ 
beled the McConaissance? 
MCCONAUGHEY: After around a year and 
a half of my being off-screen, I got a call 
from William Friedkin, who wanted me for 
Killer Joe. I don’t think he would’ve come 
two years earlier. Steven Soderbergh called 
with Magic Mike. He’d done plenty of things 
he could’ve had me in, but he’d never called 
before. Jeff Nichols had written Mud and 
wanted me to do it. I did The Paperboy with 
Lee Daniels. It was like, Fuck the bucks, 
man, I’m going for the experience. Then 
we did True Detective and Dallas Buyers 
Club. The time away gave people a chance 
to remember work I’d done before, whether 


I figured it out: What 
makes your tired 
when you’re over 
indulging is thinking 
about quitting . 
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it was Dazed and Confused or whatever. I 
didn’t rebrand in those 18 months; I un¬ 
branded. I became some people’s good new 
idea. People bring up the romantic-comedy 
years as though I’m another person, anoth¬ 
er actor. It was the same car, same engine, 
same me. I just shifted to another gear. 
PLAYBOY: How do you look back on Dallas 
Buyers Club ? 

MCCONAUGHEY: I had that one for years. 
The others, Friedkin calls, Soderbergh calls, 
Daniels calls, but this one I had. I wanted 
to get Ron Woodruff’s story out there. I 
immersed myself in it for six 
months, five hours a day—tran¬ 
scripts, diaries. I know those 
people, their language, that an¬ 
archic humor. Ron even went 
about surviving in an anarchic 
way. There was no sentiment, 
nothing “nice” about the way the 
story is told. Ron was a black- 
market drug dealer—drugs the 
FDA hadn’t approved that were 
keeping people alive. That was 
all there for me. We got 130 re¬ 
jections over 20 years of trying 
to get it made. It was an inde¬ 
pendent movie with an antihero 
role, and it helped me change 
the way some saw me. You like it 
or not, it’s got a real identity. An 
independent movie about HIV is 
going to be important. It didn’t 
have to be very entertaining, but 
I think we managed to make it 
that too. It’s got humor—shock¬ 
ing humor. And we did it for 
$4.9 million in 25 days or so. It 
worked. 

PLAYBOY: Clearly. It netted you 
an Oscar. 

MCCONAUGHEY: That was 
never something that showed up 
on my bucket list. But a nomina¬ 
tion, let alone a win, would have 
made me extremely proud of the work we 
did, and happy too. I liked the film a lot— 
the experience of making it. That was al¬ 
ready a big win. 

PLAYBOY: In 2008 you turned down a re¬ 
ported $15 million to star in a big-screen 
reboot of the TV series Magnum P.I. , an 
intended franchise. More recently, you’ve 
been offered major superhero parts in¬ 
cluding the lead in Doctor Strange and the 
villain in Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2. 
There was talk of you playing beach-bum 
detective Travis McGee in The Deep Blue 
Good-By , meant to be a big-screen adapta¬ 


tion based on John D. MacDonald’s novels. 
But you’ve stepped up to The Dark Tower; 
based on Stephen King’s series of novels, in 
which you play a sharply dressed destroyer 
of worlds. 

MCCONAUGHEY: I like Guardians of the 
Galaxy , but what I saw was “It’s successful, 
and now we’ve got room to make a color¬ 
ful part for another big-name actor.” I’d feel 
like an amendment. The Dark Tower script 
was well written, I like the director and his 
take on it, and I can be the creator, the au¬ 
thor of the Man in Black—a.k.a. the Devil— 



in my version of this Stephen King novel. 
We’ve done the first one. It’s a fantastic 
thriller that takes place in another realm, 
an alternate universe, but it’s very much 
grounded. For instance, the gunslinger’s 
weapon isn’t a lightsaber or something; it’s 
a pistol. I enjoyed approaching my charac¬ 
ter as if I were the Devil having a good time, 
getting turned on by exposing human hy¬ 
pocrisies wherever he finds them. 
PLAYBOY: Although many critics thought 
you were the best thing about Magic Mike , 
you dodged playing Dallas in the sequel. 
MCCONAUGHEY: I wanted to be a part 


of that, but the idea of Dallas 2.0 was not 
the way I wanted to go. A lot of times you 
bring a character back and there’s an in¬ 
herent apology about who they were. Dallas 
was too much of a lightning bolt to do that 
to. If I ever came back and did Wooderson 
from Dazed and Confused , there could be 
no apologies there either. 

PLAYBOY: It’s not surprising that this 
McConaissance has provoked some push- 
back. Some of your recent movies, such 
as The Sea of Trees and Free State of Jones , 
stumbled with audiences or critics. Your 
stylized ads for Lincoln— 
which helped boost sales by 
a reported 25 percent—have 
been parodied on TV by El¬ 
len DeGeneres and Jim Car- 
rey. 

MCCONAUGHEY: I com¬ 
pletely get that when you 
have a film come out people 
are going, “I’m going to pay 
my 10 bucks this weekend 
jm because I haven’t seen him 
in a while and it’s a special 
event.” I just don’t want to 
work that hard to not get 
my kicks or do something 
I want to do. Some people 
ask, “What do you mean you 
went and did True Detective 
on the small screen after 
Dallas Buyers Club?” Fuck 
that. The writing’s great, the 
character’s great—that de¬ 
cision took me about eight 
seconds. I’m in the not- 
asking-permission vein. I 
want the experience. The 
Lincoln commercials? Good 
money, I think they’re cool 
little pieces of art, and I en¬ 
joy doing them. We have a 
few more to go. Now I’m also 
the creative director for Wild 
Turkey. They came to me just to be the face 
of the campaign, but I directed the first one 
and I’m directing the whole campaign. It 
got me off in a new way, and I loved it. 
PLAYBOY: But clearly your choice of proj¬ 
ects has undergone a major shift. At what 
point after movies such as Ghosts of Girl¬ 
friends Past did you think, Enough with the 
rom-coms? 

MCCONAUGHEY: I remember reading 
another rom-com script, laughing and go¬ 
ing, “Fuck, I can do this tomorrow.” That’s 
a fastball and it’s here right now. Not to get 
all Hamlet about it, but I debated back and 
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forth: You got something going. You like 
doing these movies. They pay good. Then 
it became, Well, what if instead of this 
fastball, I read something that scares me a 
little bit? I realized my life was more excit¬ 
ing than my work. I decided to try to get 
work that could at least compete with the 
vitality, excitement, joy, love, pain, hope, 
guilt and spirit I was feeling at that time. 
I had my epic in front of me: my new son 
Livingston. My wife and I got married that 
year, and that also gave me a sense of sig¬ 
nificance every day, something to work on, 
build and be there for the first time, with 
open eyes. I was back in Texas, not show¬ 
ing up on the screen and also no longer on 
Page Six with my shirt off on the beach. 
That stuff of “McConaughey’s a good-look¬ 
ing guy on the beach, surfing every day, 
and he’s got a hot girlfriend” got ladled in 
along with “He just does those light, fun 
rom-coms.” Now, some people thought all 
that was cool, and other people 
were like, “Fuck him.” 

PLAYBOY: Let’s go back to your 
childhood. You were born in Uval¬ 
de, Texas and grew up with your 
parents and two older brothers in 
Longview, Texas. What about that 
experience would you most want 
to keep alive and what would you 
rather leave behind? 

MCCONAUGHEY: So many things 
were great, like my older brother 
and my dad being best friends, 
which Dad loved. My mom and 
dad divorced twice and married 
three times. They were wild, and it was 
very physical and rocky waters, man. They 
went way past raising their voices. My 
mom’s middle fingers broke four times 
because of popping my dad on the fore¬ 
head until he finally had to go snap. Mom 
to this day is the first one to say, “I asked 
for that. I needed that to communicate.” 
Dad was a barrel of a guy, but he also had 
these great hands. My mom would get 
migraines. It didn’t matter what pill she 
took, Dad’s hands were what got rid of the 
migraine. I’d get earaches, and no mat¬ 
ter what I took—drops or whatever—his 
hands rubbing my ear is what would re¬ 
lease it. During my mom and dad’s second 
divorce, which I didn’t know was a divorce 
at the time, I was living in a trailer park 
with my dad. We had a pet cockatiel and 
came home one time and found it swirl¬ 
ing around the bottom of the toilet, where 
it had fallen in. I remember Dad hitting his 
knees, tears coming down, and putting the 


bird’s head in his mouth and blowing his 
lungs up just enough. Damn if that bird 
didn’t flap back to life. He had that bird for 
another five years. 

PLAYBOY: According to your mother’s 
2008 book, I Amaze Myself /, when your dad 
died in 1992—while having sex with your 
mother—she insisted that his body be car¬ 
ried out of the house naked because she 
was “just so proud to show off my big old 
Jim McConaughey—and his gift.” What 
specific memories of your father got fed 
into Gold ? 

MCCONAUGHEY: I really based my char¬ 
acter on my father and a guy named Chi¬ 
cago John. I’m 19, 20 years old in Hous¬ 
ton, it’s the day before Christmas, and my 
father says, “Come on, let’s go get some 
stocking stuffers.” We drive behind this 
strip mall in southwest Houston where it’s 
Dumpsters, power lines and a white van 
flashing its lights through the mist as we 


pull up. My dad says, “Stay in the car, bud¬ 
dy. That’s Chicago John,” and he gets out. 
Through the passenger window I see this 
guy get out of the van—about five-foot- 
five, black leather jacket, bald. He goes be¬ 
hind his van and opens the doors. There’s 
a washing machine, sinks, microwaves, 
knickknacks. This is exciting. Something’s 
up, and it’s shady. My dad’s and Chicago 
John’s backs fill up the open van door, and 
my dad’s shoulders are making this roll¬ 
ing, waving motion. I think, Whoa, what is 
it, a snake? All of a sudden I see my dad 
counting off money. He gets in the car, 
starts it, hands me this thing wrapped in 
paper and says, “Here, put that in the glove 
box.” We pull out, no good-bye to Chicago 
John, get back on Route 59, and not a word 
gets said until, “Hey, buddy, check the 
glove box to see if it’s still there.” I open the 
glove box. What the fuck is it? I unwrap the 
paper, and there’s this big silver watch. My 
dad goes, “Goddamn, man, that’s a $17,000 


titanium Rolex, and I just got it for three 
grand. Put it away.” Beats going to Kmart 
for stocking stuffers, right? My dad loved a 
shady deal. It’s like he almost wanted to be 
a gangster but wasn’t. That’s my guy from 
Gold . 

PLAYBOY: And the watch? 
MCCONAUGHEY: Oh, that wasn’t a tita¬ 
nium Rolex. He overpaid for it by three 
grand, but goddamn, I just loved him 
counting off the money and that “Hey, 
check if it’s still there”—not to mess with 
me but just “We’re getting away with 
something.” That was who Kenny Wells 
was to me. My father did die making love 
to my mother, by the way. That captures a 
lot of who my mom is. 

PLAYBOY: Did she warn you and your 
brothers that she was going to write about 
that stuff in her book? 

MCCONAUGHEY: We all looked at it and 
said, “Pipe along, girl. Go for it. Don’t hold 
back.” She and my dad were wild 
rebels but with a very structured, 
disciplined family. My mom’s 
wilder now. To this day, when we 
party, she’s up an hour later than 
me and up in the morning an hour 
earlier. She’s 84 and has cancer. 
She didn’t tell us for two years. 
She’s a mind-over-matter son of 
a gun. We talked her into going 
to a doctor. She did her chemo— 
bam —it’s gone. 

PLAYBOY: It sounds as though 
the McConaugheys never lacked 
for swagger or confidence. Did 
having older brothers give you any in¬ 
sights into women or life? 
MCCONAUGHEY: I’ll share this with you. 
I was 11 and my brother Pat was in his 
late teens. One day his Z/28 Camaro was 
broken down. My mom and I were picking 
him up after school. I’m in the backseat of 
the station wagon, and I see this figure in 
silhouette leaning up against a brick wall, 
smoking. My mother’s like, “Where is he?” 
I almost went, “He’s right there,” but I 
shut up because he’d get his butt whipped 
if he got busted smoking. I thought he was 
seven feet tall. I thought his Z/28 was the 
fastest in the world. That romanticized 
version of him is who I based David Wood- 
erson on when I did Dazed and Confused 
years later. 

PLAYBOY: Can you recall your first celeb¬ 
rity crushes? 

MCCONAUGHEY: Lisa Bonet, Angel Heart . 
The white dress, barefoot on that road, 
that sequence of them making love, blood 


I didn’t rebrand in 
those 18 months; I 
unbranded . 1 became 
some people’s good 
new idea . 
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dripping from the walls, ejaculation. That 
was one of the first posters I had. Another 
was Cher. I remember unrolling the poster 
of Farrah Fawcett in the backseat of the car 
with my brother and I was like, “Pat, you 
know the nipple shows through,” and our 
mom caught me doing that, took it from 
me and wouldn’t let me hang it. Oh, Jessica 
Lange in the second King Kong , getting off 
the boat in those short-shorts. Wow. There 
was also a moment with Sarah Jessica 
Parker in Honeymoon in Vegas. 

PLAYBOY: Did your mother contribute to 
your education in love and mar¬ 
riage? 

MCCONAUGHEY: When my 
middle brother and I were 
growing up, she tried to find us 
girls. She’d say, “I think you’re 
really going to like this girl,” but 
it was more like, “No, Mom, you 
like that girl. We don’t want to 
marry someone like you.” 

PLAYBOY: How did you first 
learn about sex? 

MCCONAUGHEY: I think I 
was 14 when Dad and I had our 
birds-and-bees talk. He goes, 

“Hey, buddy, drop your pants. 

Let’s see what you got. Okay, 
now these right here? They’re 
what really make a baby. And 
this little guy is where the se¬ 
men comes out. I’m sure the old 
shower head’s hit it a few times 
when you were playing with 
yourself and it felt great.” It was 
a man-to-man, son-to-dad talk. 

It was really cool and kind of 
took taboos off things. 

PLAYBOY: What kind of advice 
did he give you about women? 
MCCONAUGHEY: I remember 
him saying, “There’s going to 
come a time when you’re with 
a girl and your hands are going 
to start up here and then they’re going to 
move down to the lower parts. Anywhere 
along that line you feel the smallest resis¬ 
tance, any tension, go no further, which is 
when the girl is probably going to want you 
to go a little further. Don’t. The next time 
you get together, if you still like each other, 
you’re both comfortable with it and don’t 
feel that resistance, it’s okay to go a little 
further.” My first time getting with a girl 
below the waist, it took me about an hour 
to get from up here to down there. 
PLAYBOY: Because you got resistance? 
MCCONAUGHEY: No, because all I’d ever 


seen was PLAYBOY photos of women 
standing up that I had hidden in the barn 
across the neighborhood. They never ex¬ 
posed labia and stuff, so I always thought 
the vagina faced east-west. I got there and 
I’m like, Where is it? The next four inches 
down took me longer than the first hour, 
because now I’m going, Uh-oh, have I 
skipped it? Three hours later, I learned 
that it faces north-south and she was like, 
“Come on, come on.” I was wonderfully, 
innocently misinformed. 

PLAYBOY: When did you go much fur¬ 


ther? 

MCCONAUGHEY: When did I lose my 
virginity? I think I was 15, 16. It’s a great 
story but one I’m going to keep for myself. 
I came out of high school catching green 
lights. I made all my grades, mainly to 
make my mom and dad happy, so then I 
had the freedom to do what I wanted. I had 
a job that lined my back pocket. I hit all my 
curfews, had two great girlfriends, got a 
car and paid for it. I took care of business 
in high school. Mom and Dad were happy, 
and I took care of them too. I had some 
money put away, all this stuff. I was think¬ 


ing about becoming a lawyer. 

PLAYBOY: Not about acting or working in 
commercials? 

MCCONAUGHEY: No. In 1988 I went to 
Australia as an exchange student. I got 
picked up at the airport in Sydney and got 
in the car of this family that had written 
one letter to me and I’d written one let¬ 
ter to them. We drive two hours to a town, 
population 205.1 became a very unhealthy 
vegetarian. I started running six miles a 
day. I lost a lot of weight. I became celibate 
and concerned about racism, bigotry. I ac¬ 
tually thought that I should 
become a monk. I had two 
albums I just wore out, 
INXS and a Maxi Priest al¬ 
bum. I began doing a lot of 
writing. I was in a prison of 
my own mind. In hindsight, 
I was creating those disci¬ 
plines to keep my sanity. 
PLAYBOY: What was going 
on with you at the time? 
MCCONAUGHEY: It was al¬ 
most as though you weren’t 
allowed a wintertime in 
our family. It was always 
about summertime. If it’s 
bright out, you’re outside. 
Anything in life that brings 
you down, you just turn the 
page and get over it. In Aus¬ 
tralia, I was having my first 
winter, my time to ask the 
whys and hows, deal with 
questions of life, existence, 
time—things that some 
people skip their entire 
lives. I don’t believe I’d be 
sitting here today if I hadn’t 
had that year. 

PLAYBOY: How did friends 
and family react when you 
returned to the States and 
began attending the com¬ 
munication school at the University of 
Texas at Austin? 

MCCONAUGHEY: I couldn’t have a light 
conversation. I had to go deep, deep, deep. 
People were like, “Dude, you’re exhausting 
me. Where’s the McConaughey we used to 
hang with and have a good time?” I even 
ran into a girl who had waited on me. She 
couldn’t handle me, and I don’t blame 
her. I didn’t know if I was going to come 
out of it. I didn’t know if I should. Then I 
started hanging with some guys. We’d go 
to the arcade, get high and play this racing 
game. We started being recruited by Delta 
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Tau Delta. I lightened up. I was a big grade 
guy. I would take off on a Thursday night 
and go to the library from five to n. I was 
thinking about being a psychiatrist. By the 
way, for about a year, I let everyone believe 
I was Australian. 

PLAYBOY: You did what? 
MCCONAUGHEY: I was still having fun 
with my Australian accent. Girls thought I 
was cute, and obviously I was getting my 
sense of humor back. When I stopped, it 
was like, “What happened to your accent?” 
School was great. There were sororities, 
guy friends, parties and football. I was 
making my grades. It was time to get a 
little bit of summer back again. 

PLAYBOY: Did you finally end your celi¬ 
bacy? 

MCCONAUGHEY: I held on to that for 
probably another year after I got back. It 
was about focus. It was partially religious. 
It was also about not seeking to go 
outside of oneself for confidence or 
affirmation of an identity, like Emer¬ 
son says. 

PLAYBOY: But you got an agent and 
started auditioning, even landing a 
TV commercial for the Austin daily 
newspaper that advertised your col¬ 
lege team, the Texas Longhorns. Not 
long after that, casting director and 
producer Don Phillips, who worked 
on Fast Times at Ridgemont High and 
Dog Day Afternoon , met you in a bar 
and brought you to the attention of 
director Richard Linklater for Dazed 
and Confused. You didn’t have much 
on-camera experience. 

MCCONAUGHEY: I was in an honors him 
course, staying behind the camera, but I 
had a pager and told my teachers, “Look, 
if I have to leave class and drive to Dallas 
to audition, I’m going to do that because 
I’ve got this opportunity to get some gigs 
and make a little money. I promise I’ll be 
here on test days.” When I went in to audi¬ 
tion for Rick, to me it was a job interview. I 
shaved, brushed my hair, pressed my shirt 
and pants with an iron, went in and said, 
“How are you, Mr. Linklater?” He’s like, 
“This guy is reading for Wooderson?” I sat 
down, read and just went. When I finished, 
Rick said, “You’re not this guy.” I said, “No, 
but I know who he is.” The first night on 
the set, when I came out of the trailer af¬ 
ter hair, makeup and costume with those 
peach-colored pants, I wasn’t supposed to 
shoot anything, but Rick started lobbing 
ideas and questions at me, and I answered 
them as Wooderson. So we just shot the 


scene where he pulls up in the car, playing 
music on the eight-track. I’d been listening 
to a lot of 1970s music to prepare, and one 
of them was the live Doors album where 
Jim Morrison barks to the crowd, “All 
right, all right, all right, all right, all right, 
all rightl” So I’m sitting in the car, not 
thinking of that song but thinking, Who’s 
my man? He’s about getting high, rock and 
roll and picking up chicks. The first words 
I ever said on him, and just shot it. I don’t 
know where it came from. Instinctually, I 
knew where it came from. 

PLAYBOY: Your father died while you were 
making the movie, right? 
MCCONAUGHEY: Six days in. There’s 
where “Just keep livin’ ” came from. I put 
that in Wooderson’s mouth the first night 
back on the set. There’s a real grace to the 
fact that my father was alive for the start of 
what would become my career. 


PLAYBOY: After that, you did Texas Chain¬ 
saw Massacre: The Next Generation , Boys 
on the Side and Lone Star before being 
anointed the next Paul Newman in A Time 
to Kill opposite Sandra Bullock. The chem¬ 
istry between you two was pretty evident. 
MCCONAUGHEY: We dated for a while af¬ 
ter A Time to Kill , and we’re still friends. 
She and I have another version of our rela¬ 
tionship to put on him, and we’re looking 
for something. She’s not a little girl. She’s a 
woman. She could run a country. 
PLAYBOY: What’s the smartest thing you 
did after A Time to Kill ? 

MCCONAUGHEY: I went off the grid. I 
headed off to Peru, floated by myself down 
the Amazon for 21 days. I found a remote 
monastery, made the 13.5-mile walk to 
get there and rang the bell at seven that 
night. The next day, I walked with one of 
the brothers for five hours, unloading the 
monkeys off my back—things I was feeling 


guilty about, sins of the mind and choices 
of roles I’d made. We ended up coming 
back to the chapel, and I was crying. He 
hadn’t said a word in all this time but then 
said, “Me too.” He told me, “If you’re do¬ 
ing what you love and telling stories of 
humanity, it’s not for you to judge yourself 
on whether this is a perfect Christian role. 
I’m supposed to be a monk, leading my life 
to see God in every natural, living thing. 
That’s not what you’re supposed to be do¬ 
ing.” I let out a big sigh of relief. 

PLAYBOY: Your rep took a hit in 1999 
when Austin police were called to your 
home and reportedly saw you dancing na¬ 
ked and playing bongos while another man 
danced and clapped. You were booked on 
suspicion of possession of marijuana, pos¬ 
session of drug paraphernalia and resist¬ 
ing transportation. 

MCCONAUGHEY: I saw the cop’s eyes get 
big when he identified me, and it 
became, “Oh, look what we’ve got 
here.” My first call was to my moth¬ 
er. I was feeling guilty because I 
was not raised to be in jail. What’s 
wrong with beating on your drums 
in your birthday suit? I have no re¬ 
grets about the way I got there. But 
what’s the lesson? Shut the win¬ 
dow that has the beautiful scent 
of jasmine blowing in because it’s 
two in the morning and you might 
wake a neighbor. 

PLAYBOY: You had a very active 
Hollywood bachelorhood before 
you met Brazil-born Camila Alves 
in 2006 and got married six years 
later. Did your success make relationships 
tricky? 

MCCONAUGHEY: I had a time in my life 
when I was fine going from here to there, 
ham-ham-ham —healthy, fluent, single 
years. I had a pretty good spidey sense 
and got out of it without sleeping with any 
witches who, if I got up to take a shower, 
I’d be concerned they’d look through my 
phone or wallet—women who weren’t 
good enough to get away with their moves 
because I’d be catching them out of the 
corner of my eye. When I saw the woman 
who is now my wife, I was at a club making 
margaritas at my table with friends. When 
she walked in wearing this aqua dress, I 
went, “Whoa, what is that?” I didn’t say, 
“Who is that?” Grace, identity, constitu¬ 
tion, beauty—where’s that from? What is 
that? As soon as she caught my eye, a little 
voice goes in my head: “This is not the kind 
of woman you call across the room. Boy, 


My first time getting 
with a girl below 
the waist, it took 
me about an hour to 
get from up here to 
down there . 
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get your ass out of that chair” That was a 
big moment. The second big moment was 
the morning after that night. I got her to 
stay in the guest bedroom of my house. 
She kicked me out twice when I snuck 
down there. I came down the stairs about 
10:15 a.m., and there she was in that aqua 
dress, holding court, laughing and talking 
with my hungover, shirtless guy friends 
we were out with the night before, while 
our housekeeper dished out pancakes and 
eggs. From there, I drove her an hour and 
10 minutes to pick up her car and never 
once did I feel the need to inject 
conversation. You can’t dial up 
that kind of woman. I have been 
very faithful with my wife, very 
selfishly. I like being under her 
spell. I don’t want to break that 
spell. 

PLAYBOY: Since the good mon¬ 
ey started pouring in, what have 
you been most likely to spend it 
on? 

MCCONAUGHEY: I customize 
myAirstreams, but what’s great 
about those is that there’s not 
enough square footage to blow 
too much money. I’ve got the 
Canoe, the Teepee and the best 
tricked-out one, the Smithson¬ 
ian, and I’ve designed every sin¬ 
gle inch. That’s my set trailer. It 
can do just about everything but 
%• 

PLAYBOY: Are there TV shows 
you can’t miss? 

MCCONAUGHEY: The last TV 
show I needed to see was the 
first season of True Detective. I 
watched it once a week like ev¬ 
erybody else. I didn’t see all of 
them. HBO’s got my favorite 
stuff on Sunday night, and my 
measure is, when is that first 
Monday that I go, “Oh, I forgot 
to watch last night”? True Detective season 
one, I couldn’t wait to get the kids to bed 
and go watch it with my wife. I still didn’t 
know what was happening—I was like, 
“Whoa!” I was taking the ride with every¬ 
body else. 

PLAYBOY: What’s the most out-there thing 
a fan ever sent you? 

MCCONAUGHEY: This is not a funny sto¬ 
ry, but I got sent diaries from a girl writ¬ 
ing me and me writing her back, but she 
wrote as me. It turned out to be a stalker 
situation. 

PLAYBOY: Oh, that’s heartbreaking. 


MCCONAUGHEY: She had completely cre¬ 
ated her own world. That was one of those 
times that was like, Whoa, wait a minute. 
I’ve gotten too important to somebody; 
they’ve created a fictional reality. That’s 
pretty spooky. I think she’s better now. 
PLAYBOY: Ever felt the need to carry a 
gun? 

MCCONAUGHEY: Nuh-uh. No. I’ve felt 
the need to carry a bat quite a few times 
when I was living on my own. And I’ve 
camped out in places where I noticed that, 
when I got to my spot, I needed to get out 


and stand tall. I’m setting up things and 
making sure I set my bat right out there— 
because I know eyes are on me—to make 
them go, “Maybe we’ll pick the next guy.” 
That’s all. Just to make them say, “Maybe 
he shouldn’t be our first choice to jump.” 
PLAYBOY: Ever felt guilty about your suc¬ 
cess? 

MCCONAUGHEY: It never bothered me, 
but a lot of the perception of me is “Oh, he 
just rolls out of bed and does it.” 

PLAYBOY: It’s tough to imagine anyone 
saying that after seeing Gold , Dallas Buy¬ 
ers Club or True Detective. But plenty of 


people may have said it during the 2000s, 
when People named you the sexiest man 
alive and you often starred in romantic 
comedies and action comedies. 
MCCONAUGHEY: People say, “The dra¬ 
mas you do now have to be so much hard¬ 
er,” but that’s not true. In a romantic com¬ 
edy, you can laugh but not too loud or the 
audience may think you’re crazy. You can 
love hard, but hey, just a little less tongue. 
You can get angry, but don’t get too an¬ 
gry because you’ll sink the ship and won’t 
make it back when the characters get 
back together in the third 
act. I also dove into some 
dramas when I was doing 
romantic comedies— We 

Are Marshall , Two for the 
Money —but I had to take a 
major pay cut and fight for 
them. There were 10 guys 
ahead of me who could have 
taken those roles. No one 
was looking for me to do 
dramas. 

PLAYBOY: According to ru¬ 
mor, you barely missed out 
on doing Titanic. 
MCCONAUGHEY: That’s 

been a very apparent rumor 
for a long time, but I don’t 
think it’s true. It was one 
of those auditions where I 
left and thought I had it. I 
really enjoyed it. Kate Win¬ 
slet really enjoyed it. That 
was a huge opportunity. But 
Cameron liked Leonardo 
DiCaprio better. 

PLAYBOY: Did you ever 
turn down a drama you 
wished you hadn’t? 
MCCONAUGHEY: Just once: 
L.A. Confidential. Before A 
Time to Kill , out of the 100 
scripts I would have done, I 
was being offered one. Now I had a choice. 
When it came to choosing scripts, I real¬ 
ized I had to be less impressed and more 
involved. I even carved that into a tree. 
PLAYBOY: How satisfying is it to be Mat¬ 
thew McConaughey these days? 
MCCONAUGHEY: I ask myself that too. I 
go into every situation—every film, every 
meeting—with incredibly high reverence 
for what I want to do. A lot of times, I don’t 
reach it, but I’m still going, “All right, that 
was good, though.” I’ve still got some room 
to go. Ceilings? They’re man-made, you 
know. 
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BORACAY 



Boracay remains a must-visit for first¬ 
time and returning tourists. It has the 
wildest beach party vibe. The experience 
is a virtual aphrodisiac, and it has every¬ 
thing to fuel raging hormones - dance 
music, sexy people, lots of booze, and a 
sense of freedom and detachment from 
the rest of the world. Dan knows the feel¬ 
ing. 

It’s 11:30 pm and the beachside party 
is in full swing. Emboldened by tequila, 
he was soon grinding with a tall stun¬ 
ner with faux blonde. They’re both game 
so they let it be. Things got better when 
another dancer joined the fray - a petite 
lady with left temple cornrows and hen¬ 
na tattoo. They danced lustfully. 

The two women were talking and gig¬ 
gling and started touching each other. 
They alternately groped Dan, peppering 
him and each other with kisses. Aroused, 
Dan returned the favor. The people 
around them don’t seem to mind - either 
it was too dark and the occasional burst 
of light wasn’t enough to reveal what they 
are doing, or the people around them are 
getting busy too. The threesome that fol¬ 
lowed was obscene, but Dan will remem¬ 
ber best the longest, most exciting fore¬ 
play he’s ever had. 
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PUERTO GALERA 


Henry and Althea work as CSR for a Makati-based BPO. After their 
Tuesday shift, they decided to join their friends for a quick Puerto Gal- 
era trip. After a two-hour bus ride and a 45-minute ferry trip, they’re 
having brunch in White Beach. In the afternoon the couple rented a 
kayak. After 20 minutes, Althea complained of leg cramps, so they 
paddled their way towards the shore. It was a small, isolated niche, 
enclosed on both sides by huge, moss-covered rocks. 

At first, Henry was just massaging Althea’s leg, but finding them¬ 
selves all alone turned them on. Althea’s leg cramp magically disap¬ 
peared while they do a quickie cowgirl. When they returned the rented 
kayak, the attendant asked: “How was it?” The couple answered in 
chorus: “It was great!” 
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MT.PINATUBO 

Summer is the best time to visit 
Mt. Pinatubo as it is dangerous to trek 
here during the rainy seasons. Mike, 
a professional photographer, and Ida, 
an events consultant, finally found 
themselves free of any work com¬ 
mitments so they decided to go. They 
were surprised that they were the 
only tourists there when they arrived. 
They booked a 4x4 at the base camp to 
take them to the jump-off point. 

Midway into the trip, the 4x4 sput¬ 
tered and the driver decided to stop to 
take a look. While the driver was on 
the radio asking for help, the couple 
decided to look around. Ida thought 
the view was amazing, so she pulled 
out her phone for a selhe, with the 
view on the background. Mike sug¬ 
gested they take one more shot, this 
time with them kissing. The light peck 
turned into a heavy make out session, 
followed by fondling, and a wild dog¬ 
gie-style quickie. 
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MT. DARAITAN 

As they were hiking Mt. Daraitan, Tim let Yulia lead the way; he wants 
to move at Yulia’s pace, and he enjoys ogling his girlfriend’s rear. Tim was 
convinced that Yulia is wearing a thong. The tight leggings hugged Yulia’s 
curvaceous booty, and it was smooth all around with no visible panty line. 

The best part of the Mt. Daraitan trek is bathing in the cool waters while 
marveling at the beautiful limestone formations. As expected, everyone 
flocked here. Tim convinced Yulia to move further upstream, promising 
her there’s a better view there. Satisfied that they were far enough to be 
seen by other tourists, Tim started groping Yulia, which turned her on. 
Tim was right about Yulia’s underwear. And Yulia correctly predicted that 
she can make Tim super horny, enough for Tim to initiate this tryst. 
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TWIN LAGOON, CORON, 
PALAWAN 

Julian and Emery are sexually 
adventurous. Emery challenged Julian: 
give me an orgasm while on a boat, and 
you’ll get be nicely rewarded. Julian has a 
plan and Emery promised to cooperate. 
As the boats parked around the entrance 
to the inner lagoon and tourists started 
splashing into the water to begin the swim, 
Emery faked not feeling well and opted to 
just stay on the boat instead. 

The boatman was at the bow looking 
at the swimmers on the water. Emery 
was seated on a plank farthest from the 
boatman, her back turned as she faced 
the opposite direction. Julian sat next to 
her but was facing the boatman. Emery 
leaned on Julian’s shoulder to completely 
conceal Julian’s right arm. Julian deftly 
slid his fingers between Emery’s slightly 
parted legs, and soon, Emery was wet, 
shuddering, and biting Julian’s shoulder in 
ecstasy. Julian’s reward? Elandcuff. Whip. 
Blindfold. Chocolate syrup. 
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“Hey, I found Waldo” 
















ASIAN BEAUTY 



EYE 



PLEASER 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY JJ MAGHIRANG 

WORDS BY PAUL WENCESLAO 

MAKEUP BY LINKEE COUSNARD 
HAIR & STYLING BY OLI PABUSTAN 


No man is too occupied when he catches a glimpse of Asian Beauty Sam 
Santiago. You are bound to stop, stare, and dream. 


I ife is pretty simple when you run into Asian 
Beauty Sam Santiago. Like crossing a busy 
thoroughfare, you will be impelled to stop, 
l look, and listen - that is if you get past stopping 
A and looking. She is an absolute stunner, born 
with an endearing face, sexy facial contours, and a searing 
torso. One glance at her is enough for you to stare, daydream, 
and then pray to the heavens that she acknowledges your 
presence. 

Sam rightfully belongs to the world of fashion and 
modeling. At 22, the 4th year Tourism student already has 
a successful five-year career in modeling. Included in her 
resume are dozens of photoshoots, a slew of car show gigs, 
and some promo works, as well as being regarded as a 
bankable brand ambassadress. On top of that, she also runs 
her own online store, called Think Tab Stuff, that sells clothes 
and accessories, many of which she personally designed. 


“Aside from further pursuing my career as a model, 
I’d love to enroll in a fashion design school so I can create 
even better concepts for clothes,” she narrates. “I would love 
to be a well-known fashion designer one day.” Her love for 
traveling and nature also spruced up the dream of becoming 
a flight attendant. She wants to see the world and eventually 
visit Paris, her favorite part of the globe. 

At home, Sam is more reserved, so much so that she 
finds utmost pleasure in her beauty rest while logging on to 
the internet and having fun on social media. At the end of the 
day, she relishes the kid part of her personality and revels 
in being jolly with her friends. She also has her moments 
of pensiveness where she finds solace in pondering about 
random things. 

There is a long list of choices if one were to identify Sam’s 
sexiest body part, and we’re just talking about her lovely face. 
“I think my jawline is pretty unique in a good way. It’s defined 
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“/ WOULD 
LOVE TO BE A 
WELL-KNOWN 
FASHION 
DESIGNER ONE 
DAY.” 


yet sleek,” she says. Outside of the anatomy, however, 
she believes that true sexiness lies in one’s attitude. 
Regardless of gender, if one is confident enough to 
present themselves in a respectable manner, then that 
person is sexy in her book. 

For someone as gorgeous as Sam, one would expect 
her to like guys with Greek god-like musculatures, but 
the truth is actually the opposite. “I don’t really like 
washboard abs and bulging muscles. Fact is, I prefer 
chubby guys - they’re huggable like comfy pillows,” she 
admits. Flaving a nice butt is also a plus, the same goes 
for being chinito and not being too tall. 

Being a nature lover, Sam’s idea of a dream date is 
to not be boxed within four comers. A stroll near the 
sea would be nice, more so if she can see lots of flowers 
and then at night, multitudes of stars. Conversations 
are more intimate but not too serious given the pristine 
setting. 

In spite of her success as a model, Sam maintains 
a driven yet humble outlook. She doesn’t forget her 
roots; in fact, she draws inspiration from her childhood 
ambitions. “Before, appearing in a well-known 
magazine was just a dream, and I’m glad that a highly 
regarded company like Playboy made that happen,” she 
reveals. Our spunky bombshell still has a long career 
ahead of her and based on her addictive looks and 
endearing character, she’s bound to make waves. 
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KENDRICK 


The actress and singer discusses her revealing new book, her star turn in Up in the Air and 
the quirks that fuel the work. Also, dick pics 

by DANIELLE BACHER PHOTOGRAPHY BY CHLOE AFTEL 


Qi: When did it hit you that you were no 
longer a struggling young woman living in a 
shit hole in Los Angeles? 

KENDRICK: Weird things will trigger 
that sensation of “Holy crap! How did 
I get here?” It will be like when I’m 
checking out at the doctor’s office. I 
vividly remember being 19 years old, not 
having health insurance and moving to 
Los Angeles. I needed to go to the doctor, 
and it was 30 times more expensive 
than I was expecting it to be. Now when 
I’m checking out and there’s a balance 
of $70, I’m like, “Yeah, I’m making it 
rain up in this doctor’s office!” I very 
distinctly remember not having $70. 

Q2: In your new book , Scrappy Little Nobody , 
you say you knew you were crazy at a young 
age. Why haven't you ever seen a therapist? 
KENDRICK: I never felt normal, but I 
actually think that’s away more common 
feeling than I realized. Honestly, I haven’t 
been to a therapist because it was one 
of the many things I thought I would 
magically know how to do as an adult, 
but I don’t. I thought someone was going 
to tell me so many things. Like when 1 
was 25, I wanted to buy a rug. Why 
didn’t anyone tell me that rugs are like 


the most expensive thing in the world? 
People are selling rugs for $10,000 as 
if that weren’t absolute insanity. Why 
isn’t that mentioned at some point in 
your life? “Oh, by the way, people are 
going to try to sell you rugs that cost so 
much money that you’re going to want 
to smash a window.” 

Q3: You're now 31. Do you feel younger than 
you actually are? 

KENDRICK: I definitely feel like a little 
old lady at heart. I’m very grumpy 
and grizzled but simultaneously really 
immature. So I’m the worst of a child 
and the worst of an old lady. I’m a treat, 
basically. 

Q4: You also say that you're a “loud, 
hyperactive loser." Was it difficult to publish 
such sharp words about yourself ? 

KENDRICK: I guess the best I can hope 
for is that people relate to that feeling. If 
you can’t get on board with overthinking, 
I don’t know how much we can connect. 
I’m an overtalker. When I’m trying to 
figure out what to do about something, 
I’ll bend someone’s ear. I understand if 
they just want to duct-tape my face shut. 
Q5: Your parents divorced when you were 15. 
Why did you leave that out of the book? 


KENDRICK: Honestly, it was one of 
many things I wanted to write about, but 
it just didn’t end up jelling. It felt more 
like a police report than a chapter. The 
miraculous thing about that situation 
was that my parents were so civil and 
respectful throughout the process. It 
made me a poster child for divorce. 
If they’d stayed together and been 
unhappy, it would have messed up 
my understanding of what marriage 
should look like. I’m very pro-divorce. I 
know that sounds crazy, but Louis C.K. 
did this great bit about how divorce 
should never be sad. There are never 
two people madly in love and perfect 
for each other who get divorced. 

Q6: You've said that you feel unworthy of 

success. Why? 

KENDRICK: It’s not that I feel 
unworthy; it’s just that I used to buy 
into the idea that some people are 
better. I’m learning every day, over and 
over, that we’re all the same. Really, it 
was more that I just wanted to pay the 
bills doing what I love and, ideally, not 
have a second job. It was the biggest 
dream I allowed myself to have. 

Q7: You've sung and acted on Broadway 
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and in movies including the Pitch Perfect 
franchise and Into the Woods. Which is 
weirder; watching yourself sing or watching 
yourself act? 

KENDRICK: Growing up, people 
told me I should sing in a recital or 
something, but it was mostly a way to 
combat the fact that I wouldn’t fucking 
stop singing. I really liked to scream¬ 
sing. If I’d kept on singing like that, 1 
would have lost my voice before I hit 
the age of seven. I think it’s less weird 
to watch myself sing than watch 
myself act. When I watch myself sing, 
1 can appreciate the music because 
1 didn’t write it. I’ve never written a 
script either, but there’s something 
a little rawer with acting. 1 tried to 
watch one of my movies alone in a 
screening room, and the entire time 1 
was thinking, You are a monster. You 
are terrible! 

Q8: It seems every time you smoke weed , 
you get really paranoid. Why the hell do you 
do it? 

KENDRICK: [Laughs] About two years 
ago I had one of those game-changing 
paranoid experiences, and I haven’t 
smoked weed since. I was probably 
remembering all the bad trips, it 
was a big pastime. For whatever 
reason, I had more bad experiences 
than good experiences, so I thought 
1 shouldn’t do it anymore. I’ve never 
been addicted to anything. I would be 
a much more interesting person if 1 
were addicted to OxyContin. 

Qg: You mention in your book that you kept 
a journal. What did you write about losing 
your virginity? 

KENDRICK: I just wrote, “When am I 
going to lose my virginity? Like, really, 
when is it going to happen? What is 
it going to be like? Flow long, and at 
what point will it be too late and I’ll 
have to be a virgin forever because 
you can’t lose your virginity past a 
certain age?” I remember literally 
writing, “It’s going to happen at some 
point and someone is going to be on 


top of me, and we’ll be having sex and 
I’ll probably think of this diary entry.” 
It’s a pretty meta diary. 

Qic: We've heard that you have a lot of sex 

dreams. What's the craziest one? 

KENDRICK: Oh my God, do I? I don’t 
want to name the actor, but I dream 
about someone I find really creepy 
but other people might find totally 
attractive. I’ve had two sex dreams 
about him, which is really awkward. 
I woke up like, What the hell was that 
about? I can have a sex dream about 
anyone in the world and it was that 
guy? Thanks a lot, dream brain! 

Qn: Are you pro- or anti-dick pic? 

KENDRICK: Now, this is a lose- 
lose question for me. I can’t be pro, 
because then I’ll get a bunch of dick 
pics. And I can’t be anti, because I’ll 
also get a bunch of dick pics. It’s just 
setting me up for failure. A friend 
of mine once said she had been to 
a comedy show, and it changed her 
perspective on it. This guy said, “If 
you think you’re hot shit but don’t 
have a dick in your phone, you need 
to reconsider it.” I guess that is a way 
to recontextualize. 

Q12: What's the most awkward song you've 

had sex to? 

KENDRICK: “Lapdance” by N.E.R.D. 
It was just too on the nose, and we 
ended up laughing. It’s a really sexy 
song, but then it was just kind of like... 
eh. It came on shuffle, and we were 
both trying to stay in the moment. We 
were like, “Are we in a music video? 
What is going on?” 

Q13: Why are you so uncomfortable doing 

nude and kissing scenes? 

KENDRICK: It’s so mechanical; it 
wasn’t the actor’s idea to kiss me. 
We just have to look at each other 
and say, “Okay, I guess we are doing 
this now.” For women, the fact that 
someone wants to kiss you is the 
exciting part. If someone’s kissing 
you when they don’t particularly want 
to be, it takes the fun out of it. Also, 


it’s the makeup department’s job to 
have mints, which is random. Why 
the makeup department? 

Q14: How much did you relate to your 
extremely type-A character in Up in the Air? 
KENDRICK: I related to my character 
a lot, but I think that’s because she’s 
probably one of the only people on 
the planet who’s more uptight than I 
am. 

Q15: What about acting with George Clooney? 
KENDRICK: Everything you want 
George Clooney to be, he is that. I was 
nervous to act with him, but he was 
really warm and accommodating. 
Lie’s probably used to people being 
nervous around him at this point. 

Q16: Your new movie The Accountant came 
out this October. Ben Affleck's character 
is an autistic savant with obsessive- 
compulsive disorder. How did his condition 
affect your portrayal of your character? 

KENDRICK: Ben and Gavin O’Connor, 
the director, did a lot of research for 
this him. They really understood the 
responsibility they had to portray 
someone who’s on the spectrum. I 
did my research through reading, 
and I prepared myself to interact with 
Ben however he decided to play that 
character. What was nice for me was 
playing someone who’s probably the 
only person in that character’s life 
who’s in awe of him. She’s not freaked 
out; she thinks he’s amazing. Since 
Ben’s character is more closed off, 
it forced me to listen a lot, which is 
the best thing you can do as an actor 
anyway. 

Q17: You've said that singing at the Oscars 
last year is one of your top three scariest 
experiences. What was another? 

KENDRICK: One was when I did 
Letterman, because I had never 
done a talk show before. What if I 
sit down and start screaming? What 
if the universe swallows me up? 
Lie’s terrifying. He wanted me to do 
“Cups” from Pitch Perfect , and I was 
like, “Well, yeah, whatever he wants, 


IF YOU CAN’T GET ON BOARD 
WITH OVERTHINKING, I DON’T KNOW 
HOW MUCH WE CAN CONNECT. 
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because he is so biting and his wit is 
so icy and if you get on his bad side....” 
Afterward, 1 just got the hell out of 
there, ran to my hotel room and 
waited for it to come on. I was also 
on Twitter while watching it, which 
1 would never do now. That’s just 
setting yourself up for disaster. 

Q 18 : Let's take it a few steps further: Why do 
you fear death so much? 

KENDRICK: it’s like from that song: 
“I swear there ain’t no heaven, but 1 
pray there ain’t no hell.” I was raised 
going to church, and I had horrible 
anxiety about going to hell. My 
parents were like, “Of course you are 
not going to hell. You are a little girl. 
What are you thinking?” Were they 
not paying attention in church when 
they said that basically anyone who 
ever does anything bad is going to 


burn in a fire forever? I wasn’t even 
Catholic; I was raised Protestant. I 
think the previous generation got so 
messed up by Catholic guilt that they 
went Episcopalian. They thought, 
Oh, my kids are going to love church. 
But they’re still reading from the Old 
Testament. So yeah, I think I’m afraid 
of being tortured forever. What if hell 
is real? I’m going to do some good 
deeds just in case. 

Qig: How close is the real Anna to the one 

we see in the media? 

KENDRICK: [ Laughs ] I don’t know. 
Oh my God, I’m going to pee so much 
after this interview. I was just thinking 
that if I died and somebody talked to 
every single friend and acquaintance 
of mine, and read every journal and 
diary entry I’d ever written, I don’t 
think they would know anything 


about me. 1 mean, it’s not like my goal 
is for everyone in the world to know 
completely who I am. 

Q 2 c: What was it like having cake smeared 
all over your face in the upcoming Table 19 ? 
Would you ever bring a cake fight into the 
bedroom? 

KENDRICK: 1 loved the cake all over 
my face. 1 tweeted at the time that 
I was covered in frosting and Tisa 
Kudrow had to brush my frosted hair 
away from my face. 1 was living some 
weird 1990s fantasy. But yeah, I think 
food in the bedroom could totally 
go hand in hand, specifically with 
vanilla frosting. Chocolate I don’t 
understand. It’s too scatological; it 
looks like poop. But vanilla frosting I 
can get on board with. I was trying to 
be a lady in talking about poop, but 
I’m not a lady. O 
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As the old adage goes , if you play with fire, you’ll get scorched. In the 
case of international bombshell CJ Sparxx, all it takes is a glimpse at 
her piercing eyes and voluptuous frame for you to feel the heat. And our 
incendiary goddess has no plans of letting you off the hook. 



“When you do something, you should burn 
yourself up completely, like a good bonfire, 
leaving no trace of yourself.” 

- SHUNRYU SUZUKI 
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HOW TO ACHIEVE NEXT-LEVEL 



BY MARCO SUMAYAO 



A QUICK AND DIRTY GUIDE TO 
GETTING YOUR CROTCH WAXED 

Every man should try getting wowed at least once in his life. Not only does it give you afresh new look, it also makes 
the area a lot more sensitive. There’ll he fewer hairs blocking the nerve receptors in your skin, which makes every¬ 
thing worth a few minutes’ pain. Plus, having less hair down there also means that there’s less room for bacteria 
to breed and stink up the place. 

There are other benefits to waxing over just trimming or shaving your pubes. For one, a waxed crotch takes much longer 
to grow back than trimming. It can take as long as a month for some fuzz to grow back after waxing. 

Shaving, on the other hand, causes hair to grow back more thickly, and not many people are fans of dense underwear 
foliage. Since waxing actually damages the roots of your pubic hairs, there’s a good chance hair will grow back thinner - which 
in turn makes repeat-waxing a lot easier. 

While it might not be for everyone, it’s an experience that’s worth a shot. And honestly, the sex is worth the initial shock 
of seeing a completely bare trouser snake, and the pre-pubescent smoothness certainly makes for a great conversation piece. 

If you're willing to journey into the great, hairless unknown, we tested the Philippines' two most popular places to get Brazilian 
waxes, Lay Bare and Strip Ministry of Waxing, to give you a picture of what to expecting when razing the fields. We've also prepared a 
few healthy tips in dealing with waxing salons and their friendly troop of c snake handlers.' 



LAY BARE 


COST: PHP550 


Quite possibly the most ubiquitous waxing salon in the country, Lay Bare 
is the most accessible place to free your willy from unwanted hairs. If 
you’ve ever been out and about in Metro Manila, you’ve probably seen at 
least two of their branches, and for good reason - they’re one of the most 
trusted local names in waxing. 

PROS 

Cost. At just PHP550 for a male Brazilian wax, Lay Bare offers one of the 
most affordable rates out there, especially when compared with other 
big-named waxing salons. 

Convenience. You won’t be hard-pressed to find a salon near you. Chanc¬ 
es are, the closest major mall will have one. 

CONS 

Technique. Lay Bare’s technicians, while capable, don’t really brush up on 
the more efficient (or painless) waxing methods. You’ll spend a few min¬ 
utes every now and then getting yanked in the same area, which can cause 
a significant amount of pain. From the experience comes a newfound re¬ 
spect for the female tolerance for pain, since a lot of women go through 
the ordeal every so often at the aforementioned salon. 

Lines. Because Lay Bare is both cheap and accessible, pretty much every¬ 
one and their grandmas (it happens) get waxed there. If you’re planning 
on being a walk-in customer, expect a significant amount of waiting time. 


STRIP MINISTRY OF WAXING 


COST: ALMOST PHP2000 


If you’re new to getting waxed, Strip is the best way to go. It’s the equiva¬ 
lent to losing your virginity in a 5-star hotel. The attention they give to 
hygiene, quality of service, and even the interiors all screams “premium.” 

The catch is, it also comes with a premium price, with their all-off treat¬ 
ment setting you back PHPi, 950 per session. Unless you have the dough 
to spare, save it for special occasions. 

PROS 

Hygiene. Strip is incredibly anal about cleanliness, so much so that ev¬ 
ery customer gets a sealed packet of wax applicators for single-use in 
each session. They also adhere to a strict “no double-dipping” rule, which 
means every applicator is used once, then tossed out. 

Expertise. Strip’s aestheticians are trained in the fastest, most painless 
hair removal methods out there. In fact, a session can last as briefly as 15 
minutes, depending on hair density, with minimal wincing. It also helps 
that some of the staff are registered nurses, so your little man is in good 
hands. 

CONS 

Pricing. Paying close to PHP2,ooo for manscaping is no joke for a lot of 
people, but given the level of service offered at Strip, it’s warranted. 


INSIDER TIPS 

DO wash your frank and beans before heading to the waxing salon. It’s just plain polite to present a clean package to your aesthetician. DON’T worry about getting hard. 

Every waxer understands this is a normal physiological reaction; in fact, a hard-on makes waxing easier because it makes the skin more taut. Just don’t even think about asking 
for a happy ending. DO engage in conversation with your aesthetician. It’ll calm both of your nerves. Plus, letting her know when something doesn’t feel right will help her adjust to 
your skin’s sensitivities. DON’T call too much attention to your junk. She’ll already have her hands all over it, so talking about it too much just comes off as creepy. DO moisturize 
your crotch for about three days after waxing. It’ll help prevent nasty ingrown hairs. DON’T have sex for at least 24 hours after a ivax. You’re most prone to infections at this stage, 
because your pores are wide open. DO tip your aesthetician well. Disappointment is the last thing you want involving anything about your penis. 
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CULTURED PEARL 
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Lovely Miss April will astound you with her splendor. 
You would want to keep her close at all times. 


M ankind views the pearl with much 
reverence, as the gem is a cut above 
the rest in regard to luster and 
elegance. Miss April Joannah See is 
no different. Endowed with alabaster 
skin, tantalizing eyes, and an addictively cute face, her beauty 
radiates to an expansive radius, and those lucky enough to be 
within its confines are bound to be enamored. We certainly 
were. Like any precious gem, we immediately knew that she 
is a keeper. 

Modeling started at a young age for Joannah. The 20-year 
old Tourism graduate already has six years of experience in 
the industry, often appearing in print ads, car shows and 
in other modeling stints. She also does hosting gigs and is 
a brand ambassadress for several firms. “As an experienced 
model, I’m confident in front of the camera even though I’ve 
been doing daring shoots for only four months,” she reveals. 
Besides, our chinky-eyed goddess appears to have an 


added motivation in baring it all in front of the camera. 
“I plan to show my future significant other all of my sexy 
photos, hoping that he always gets a hard-on every time he 
views them,” she chuckles. 

At home, Joannah plays the role of ate to her three younger 
sisters. She finds time to look after them apart from cooking, 
doing the laundry, and buying the groceries. As far as night 
outs are concerned, she would rather spend time watching 
TV. “I can spend the entire day binge-watching horror and 
romantic shows. Honestly, I’d love Christian Grey to step out 
of the TV screen,” she swoons. 

Joannah’s fascination for the charming fictional character 
extends to her taste in men. “I like someone who is just like 
Christian - he should have a charming kind of edginess but 
not arrogant. He should be respectful to women, but has the 
ability to transform into a bad boy in bed,” she says. In her 
mind, she “roars and purrs” whenever she sees forearms 
with veins jutting out, especially if they belong to a moreno. 
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Despite her lovely face, she considers her collarbone as the sexiest part 
of her body. The male gaze is known to linger in the aforementioned section 
whenever she wears an off-shoulder dress or something sexier. When getting 
intimate, she prefers it if a guy kisses her from the ear to the neck, and then 
finally down to her shoulder blades. It gives her the good kind of chills. 

Don’t let her innocent face fool you, a feisty minx lurks inside whenever 
she gets turned on. “I remember doing it in the attic before. Because there 
were other people inside the house, my partner had to cover my mouth 
because I always moan loudly during intercourse,” she laughs. 

Apart from dreaming of having a successful modeling career, Joannah 
intends to pursue a profession that is related to tourism or customer service, 
especially if it’s overseas. Being a flight attendant is also a part of her plans. 
She would love to travel the world, immerse in other cultures, and mingle 
with people from other countries. 

Joannah identifies with women who are kind, cheerful, and confident. 
“For me, sexiness in a woman lies in her attitude and the way she carries 
herself. Rudeness and being too bitchy are not sexy - you tend to push people 
away if you don’t conduct yourself in the right manner,” she explains. 

Being a Playboy Playmate is one of Joannah’s dreams growing up, and 
admittedly, it’s one of the reasons why she became a model. Now that she has 
achieved it, this gem of a woman is all set to glisten further as she secures her 
other ambitions and conquers new frontiers. 
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Summer is the perfect time to snag a supercar with all of the exotic 
automobiles that recently reached local shores . Whether you prefer a 
Luxurious sedan or a high-performance sports car, the season brings a slew of 
motoring gems for every type of car enthusiast. Of course, not just any automobile 
would do for the avid collector, thus we decided to train the spotlight on four of the 

most coveted releases this summer. 



PLAYBOY V 


BY FRANCIS CABAL 





2017 FORD GT 



We live in a world where European supercars domi¬ 
nate the market. But Ford aims to get their piece of 
the pie with the 2017 Ford GT, their latest supercar 
to hit the market. With its 3.5 liter V6 engine capa¬ 
ble of 647 horsepower and 550 Ib-ft of torque, the 
2017 Ford GT is certainly a beast. It looks fast and 
beautiful with its sleek bodywork made from hand- 
laid carbon fiber and its active aerodynamics. Ford 
also aims for the best power-to-weight ratio among 
any car, thanks to the carbon fiber construction. Ac¬ 
cording to Ford the top speed for the 2017 Ford GT 
is 216 mph, which is really damn fast. 

In many ways, the 2017 Ford GT was built as a 
successor to the brand’s Ford GT40, a supercar de¬ 
signed to contest Enzo Ferrari’s reign in the super¬ 
car world at Le Mans. And considering the 2017 Ford 
GT’s showing at last summer’s Le Mans, it seems 
that Ford has something special on their hands. 

And if you manage to get your hands on one, 
then consider yourself lucky. As the 2017 and 2018 
models are limited to a set number of owners with 
the car priced around $450,000; just around the 
same price range as the Lamborghini Aventador. 
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When it was unveiled at last year’s North Ameri¬ 
can International Auto Show, the Lexus LC500 
was touted as a new direction for the car com¬ 
pany moving forward. For what is essentially your 
standard luxury coupe, the Lexus LC500 fea¬ 
tures countless innovations and is a success for 
the company’s engineering and design team. A 
sleek and curvy body, an aerodynamic form, and 
a classy carbon fiber roof are only some of the 
features that make the Lexus LC500 a car worth 
salivating over. 

The interior carries Lexus’ signature com¬ 
fortable and classy styling, coupled with a pleth¬ 
ora of safety features. Raising its aesthetic value 
over the average luxury car, the LC500 is also 
rigged with an elegant center console, an uphol¬ 
stered dashboard, and magnesium shift paddles. 
The company clearly opted for a brand-first all- 
new, premium rear-wheel drive luxury platform, 
something that the company hopes to use with 
its newer luxury vehicles. 

The Lexus LC500 is stylish and comfortable. 
But is it powerful? Damn right, it is. It has a 5.0 
V8 engine that puts out 467 horsepower and 391 
Ib-ft of torque which can go from o-ioomph in 
less than 4.5 seconds. In a nutshell, the luxury 
sedan is a fancy four-person coup that is light 
and powerful, but most importantly, sleek and 
functional. 



110 MARCH-APRIL 2017 www.playboyph.com 


PHOTO SOURCE: https://www.lexus.com.ph/en/models/lc.html 






2017 PORSCHE PANAMERA TURBO 


With the 2017 Panamera Turbo, Porsche 
aims to cross the functionality of your run- 
of-the-mill hatchback with the features 
that made Porsche a household name in 
the world of luxury cars. This sportscar/ 
hatchback hybrid has been a trend since 
the 2000s, and the Porsche Panamera Tur¬ 
bo is only the latest car in the company’s 
line to follow the trend. The 2017 Porsche 
Panamera Turbo churns out 520 horse¬ 
power and 770 Nm of torque from its twin 
turbo 4.0-liter V8 engine. 

The 2017 Porsche Panamera Turbo 
can make 100 kph in 3.8 seconds, thanks 
to its supercharged engine. The car also 
features an eight-speed Tiptronic S dual 
clutch transmission and an all-wheel 
drive feature. With the price ranging from 
$210,000 to $376,000 the 2017 Porsche 
Panamera Turbo is the perfect example of 
getting more bang for your back. 

While Porsche has been blasted by 
purists for opting for a more stylish look¬ 
ing car, the Panamera Turbo wows people 
with its luxurious interior and its state of 
the art features as well as a comfortable 
and roomy backseat. It’s the perfect mar¬ 
riage between luxury and functionality 
that a lot of car owners are looking for. 




AUDI R8 VIO PLUS 


The second generation R8 by Audi is turning 
heads with its aggressive design, powerful 
specs and a great power-to-weight ratio. It is 
a light but fast car that performs well espe¬ 
cially when compared to its predecessor. The 
Audi R8 V10 Plus comes with a 5.2L 40-valve 
V10 engine with a maximum output of 619 
horsepower with 560 Nm of torque. From a 
complete standstill, the Audio R8 V10 Plus 
can go to 100 km/h in just 3.2 seconds. 

For the speed freaks out there, the Audi 
R8 V10 Plus also has a maximum speed of 330 
km/h. With its four wheel drive system and a 
lighter body, the Audi R8 V10 Plus is a testa¬ 
ment to Audi’s focus on performance. 

Of course a car shouldn’t only perform 
well, it has to look good as well. And the Audi 
R8 V10 Plus doesn’t disappoint, with the 
rounded edges of the first generation aban¬ 
doned for sharper and sleeker lines. The Audi 
R8 V10 Plus looks and performs like a beast 
and will definitely turn heads whenever it hits 
the road. A vast improvement from the first 
generation R8, the new Audi R8 V10 Plus is a 
must-have for car collectors everywhere. 
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at least a semblance of it. There v£ilTbe boo^e, a body of water, 
‘s' peilrapsl)al|es, and hordes df 4 PSi^'After all, what we're after 
awesome beach party that you and:your 4 buddies will enjoy. So, 
d up the gang, send an invite to your crushes, and prepare a 
e list and check it twice - it's time to turn a simple house party 
i rather explosive beach party: 


'O&DSBY ARIANNE CHUIDIAI 

, V.\ . ' W ... 


Summer is the time when either lie on the beach, or laze around 
in front of the computer, wmching other people lie on the beach. At 
the end of the day, anyone would want to get sand on their toes for a 
moment, but the counsel of fat pillows and soft cushioning is way too 
soothing. Conventional wisdom says, suck it up, pack your bags, and 
head to the beach. Screw convention, tfyen.. 

J low? Not by i wishing your least favorite ■ half-naked Boracay 
beachcombers ill; silly. You c;Yn bring the beach right under your roof, 


NOTHING BUT BEACHWEAR 

Summer nights in this country are hot and 
sticky, so much so that a lot of people are 
known to melt in their wardrobes even after 
the sun has gone down. Instead of settling for 
a sticky squad, which is definitely a bummer, 
tell your friends to put on board shorts, bikini 
tops, tunics, and flip flops so they can cool 
down and chill. How about wearing your sun¬ 
glasses at night while you’re at it? Or sporting 
those mermaid tail blankets if you’re up for 
it? It’s still a free country - and your buddies 
need not pay in sweat credits. 

SET UP AN INFLATABLE POOL TO 
SERVE AS A COOLER FOR DRINKS 

Having a swimming pool comes with a lot of 
perks; you can take a dip whenever the heat 
becomes intolerable and it is the centerpiece 
of any non-beach-based beach party, provid¬ 
ed that the place is endowed with expansive 
space for a mini bar and an eating area. 

No pool? Get a couple of kid-size inflat¬ 
able pools at any toy store, one small and the 
other large enough to fit a few people. Pump 
the small one up, fill it with ice, and you’ve 
got yourself a huge ice bucket for all of your 
“weekend beverages.” You can even throw in 
a beach ball in there to complete the beach- 
side vibe. As for the bigger one, consider that 
your makeshift beach. If you have the budget, 
you can purchase more pools so everyone 
can take a dip while drinking pina colada and 
munching on homemade bar chow. Food 
fight, anyone? 

USE BEACH TOYS FOR YOUR 
SNACKS 

Make a run for the toy store and score a few of 
those cheapo beach shovel and pail sets, the 
kind kids use to play with sand. You can opt to 
play with them like a toddler and lose friends, 
or you can turn into an awesome set of bowls, 
plates and saucers. Clean them up and pour 
the gang’s favorite snacks into them - chips, 
popcorn, pretzels, nuts, cookies, and more. 
You can even decorate each with a cocktail 
parasol. Go all out. The higher the camp fac¬ 
tor, the better. 

PUT UP A TIKI BAR 

There are a few things that the village car¬ 
penter can’t create; things like world peace 
and the end of global warming are certainly 
out of the question. But as far as tiki bars 
are concerned, just hand him several bam- 
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boo sheets, wooden panels, and 4x4 wooden 
poles and watch him work his magic for the 
fraction of the price of actually buying or 
renting a tiki bar. It doesn’t have to be par¬ 
ticularly elaborated. 

Bring out wooden tables and stools and 
set up the tiki bar right by the inflatable pool 
cooler. Decorate the bar with a little sand 
from a craft supplies store, some coconut 
trees cut out from colored paper, pineapples, 
or tiki torches. Get striped tissue paper from 
the grocery store, one that appears like a tiny 
beach towel. Bring out your liquor and mix¬ 
ers, then set up your dixie cups, or colorful 
glasses, or mason jars here for easy DIY cock¬ 
tail mixing. 

PREPARE BEACH-THEMED 
TREATS 

If you have a skilled baker in the group, how 
about assigning them to bake beach-themed 
cupcakes? Starfish and surfboard-shaped 
cookies should be easy to do. Cupcakes with 
sand-like frosting made from peanut butter 
are instant favorites. Top them with cocktail 
parasols and tiny seashell designs for some 
much needed campiness. 

How about that seashell-shaped pasta, con- 
chiglie? A simple tomato and basil pasta dish 
will work, as well. Tap your inner Martha 
Stewart, and perhaps a tinge of Jon Stew¬ 
art for added cheekiness, and you’ll concoct 
something special for your buddies and pos¬ 
sible dates. 

THROW IN A FEW FUN FLOATERS 
IN THE POOL 

Riding a horse is fun, but galloping off on a 
seahorse is sublime. And what better way to 
raise the fun factor of your beach party at 
home than grabbing a few hip floaters. Trom 
seahorses, swans, flamingos and unicorns to 
donuts, pizza slices and burgers - these in¬ 
flatable critters that cool kids ride on in pools 
are widely available here. Just head over to 
a nearby mall or toy store. Too shy to ride? 
Have a few more beers, my friend. 

PREPARE A BEACH PARTY 
PLAYLIST 

Nothing can set the mood for a beach-themed 
party better than a suitable music playlist. Af¬ 
ter all, a party without the right groove isn’t 
exactly more fun than lazing in the couch 
with a bowl of Cheetos while watching the 
latest episode of Game of Thrones. 



Play DJ by searching for beach party playl¬ 
ists on Spotify and download them. Make it 
an interesting mix of chill seaside music and 
summer beats. You can also create your own 
playlist of current pop hits and your group’s 
old favorites to make sure everyone’s down 
with the music. Tor instance, an auditory trail 
mix consisting of tracks from The Drums, 
Beach Boys, and The Temptations should be 
near perfect. 

WELCOME GUESTS WITH BEACH 
GARLANDS 

You know how it is; it’s not a beach party 
without some flower power. Hand a flower 
garland to every guest who arrives. You can 
also put flowers in the hair of your female 
guests and make them embrace their inner 


Moana. Or how about this - bring out those 
old puka shell necklaces, which were trendy a 
few ages ago. They should elicit laughs from 
your guests. Talk about a major throwback. 

DRINKING GAMES 

Make your shy and timid friends come out 
of their seashell by playing drinking games. 
Bring out your deck of Cards Against Hu¬ 
manity and have everyone with worst an¬ 
swers take shots. There’s also bastardized 
Blackjack, where the losers gulp down shots, 
and the classic “I’ve Never.” If you’re not in 
the mood to stay seated, you can always goof 
around and push people into the pool. At the 
end of the day, you’ll realize that you don’t re¬ 
ally need the beach to have this so much fun. 
Go ride that seahorse. 
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FICTION 

She happened to me the night before like the morning mists of December. She sleeps on the pallet, her form like the 
mountains of my childhood before dawn. The vales and hills of her body, sun-kissed, freckles like wildflowers dotting 
the landscape, slumber beneath my threadbare blanket. I watch her breasts rise and fall with her breath, her pink 
mouth half open. For once, life holds the promise of plenty. 


It is December; the world is blessedly hushed 
and the morning has yet to disrobe of night. 
The heat radiating from the clay stove and a 
steaming pot of freshly-cooked rice does little 
to cut through the cold. The crickets chirp in 
the wan darkness, and the chill makes my 
skin prickle. The fine hairs on my body stand 
on end as they run down my flanks, down the 
brown legs corded with muscle from field 
work. 

She will wake to the ache of her thighs, surely 
as I feel the frost in the air bite at the scores 
down my back. 

“Mando...” 

Adrianna stirs from the bed, sleep-soft eyes 
and a shy smile on her lips. She lets the blan¬ 
ket fall away and gingerly makes her way to 
me on the creaking bamboo floor boards. 
Her hair, the color of blessed fecund earth 
streaked with honey, tumbles down in waves 
down her freckled shoulders and brushes 
against her generous breasts. Taut and full, 
they sway gently with their weight. They are 
fragrant with her sweat, and bright as they 
taste. 

Her arms enfold me from behind, the cool of 
her skin kissing mine. Her fingers graze my 
ribs,and I remember a vision of her grabbing 
my hand and pulling me behind a balete tree, 
away from her father’s eyes. Her fingers were 
coated in honey from a freshly-harvested 
comb, from her apiary, and she bade me suck 
on them. The honey tasted of flowers, as did 
her fingers. Her lips. 

The hot breath from her nostrils tickles my 
back as she plants a slow trail of soft kisses 
on my shoulders. 

“Did I hurt you very badly?” she coos. Ay, that 
caress in her voice will kill me one day. 
“Mmm. 1 should be the one asking you that, 
mahal,” I chuckle. It earns me a nip some¬ 
where unreachable and I laugh. Her teeth bit 
so close to the welts from last night’s exer¬ 
tions, but does it matter? 

“You don’t seem it, but you certainly think 
very big of yourself, don’t you?,” she teases. 
“And why not?,” I grin. “You were certainly 
keen to find out for yourself last night. Twice. 
And with gusto, I might add.” A gasp, and a 
nip that sincerely pinched this time. “What?!” 
I chide. “Tell me you’re not sore.” 

Adrianna is quiet, her fingertips stroking 
the contours of my navel. I feel her lips curl 
against my nape. “... A little.” 

“A little? Only a little?!” 


“Don’t push your luck, senor,” she chuckled. 
“Ah, well, “ I sighed. “If you’re indeed sore, 
then I suppose another bout this morning is 
out of the question.” 

She laughs, tugging me around to face her. 
“I’m not that sore!” She pulls me to her lips, 
and jumps to wrap her legs around my waist 
in clumsy eagerness. A giggle bubbles up 
from inside her throat as she clings to my 
neck, and her fingers run through my hair. I 
steady her on the small of her back, hoisting 
a thigh further up to keep her from tumbling. 
Her nose crashes into mine, and her tongue 
tastes of last night, but she’s so soft, oh so 
soft. 

Adrianna’s tongue plays on my teeth, inside 
my lips — she knows all too well what that 
does to me -- and she pulls away. The wet¬ 
ness of play in her lake-green eyes and the 
blush blooming on her freckled cheeks as she 
catches her breath become her. 

“But I must confess, amor mio, I am getting 
peckish. “ 

“Mmmmm... So am I, actually. But I don’t 
know.” my lips slowly graze her decolletage, 
and it’s my turn to nibble, up the rosy-white 
column of her neck and into the corner of her 
jaw. My chin stubble makes her squirm and 
giggle, makes her sigh.’T’m pretty sure you’d 
go very well with rice and a pinch of salt,” I 
whisper. 

Her laughter rings through the eaves of my 
tiny home. “Tempting, amor mio , but I’m 
pretty sure lovemaking on empty stomachs 
is going to make us sorer for all the wrong 
reasons. Now, let me down before I change 
my mind and get us both into deeper trouble. 
Besides, that rice smells absolutely divine.” 
She scrambles down the brown length of me, 
the gleam in her eyes as the soft curls of her 
mound and her belly rub against me at half- 
mast — she does it on purpose, I swear -- and 
I make my way to the corner kitchen. I set to 
work unwrapping a small parcel of salted 
fish and slicing a handful of tomatoes into 
wedges. I look over my shoulder; she’s found 
the wooden spatula, fluffed the rice, and has 
begun to gleefully pile mountains of fragrant 
white onto both our banana leaves. 

We finally settle down to eat, giving thanks 
for fish and rice and salt and tomatoes. Hum¬ 
ble as the fare is, the aroma’s enough to get a 
growl of approval from Adrianna’s belly. The 
faint dusting of golden down on her arms 
catches the fight from the dying stove em¬ 


bers as she makes quick work of her meal. 
I work through my second fish, licking away 
the salty copper-bronze sheen of fish scales 
stuck to my fingers, and my body makes me 
remember licking my fingers clean of anoth¬ 
er kind of salt from last night. My gaze darts 
to Adrianna, and she knows what my sudden 
stillness means. Her cheeks puffy with rice, 
the corners of her lips curl, the faint blush is 
back, and she tucks into her food again. 1 do 
the same, pretending the juicy, yielding flesh 
of the tomato wedges to be the most fasci¬ 
nating thing in the room, but the heat on my 
cheeks and the stupid grin on my face isn’t 
fooling anyone. 

After we clear the leavings of our meal, I will 
make slower love to her, relearning every 
curve, every sigh, every quiver of her. She’ll 
egg me on, her rough language will shock and 
excite me; I’ll wonder where she picks it up, 
and I decide I don’t care as I come inside her. 
Adrianna’s strong legs will release me. Her 
eyes, black with pleasure, and the languor in 
her kisses are reward enough for me. 

I’ll fall asleep in her arms, and a little later, 
she’ll pry herself out of mine. She’ll wash and 
dress and kiss me goodbye, and my sister will 
take her back to the manor. Adrianna, after 
all, has a plantation to run and bees to culti¬ 
vate and a fiance to thwart. 

As for me? I had coffee cherries to dry, and 
land to fertilize, and correspondence to de¬ 
liver to the rightful hands right under the 
noses of the guardia civil. Missives from 
Balintawak came more and more frequently 
now, and my contact’s lips are sealed shut for 
news. They are afraid, and the guardia civil 
can smell fear. 

I can only pray to keep Adrianna safe from all 
this. 


“No, no, this tsokolate-eh is very good, Tray 
Modesto, you honor me with your household 
best.” Don Gonzalo Ximon gushed over his 
host’s chocolate, his smile not quite reaching 
his eyes. Tonto. What did this idiot take him 
for? 

“High praise from you, Don Gonzalo. Thank 
you. I take your daughter is well?” Yes, yes, 
his daughter. Adriannna. Only Adrianna. 
“Quite well, padre , quite well. She has the 
makings of an obedient and gentle wife, I as¬ 
sure you, if only she did not have that unruly 
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streak in her. Out in the sun all day, smelling 
of smoke and beeswax... Que horror! What’s 
to be done with her?” 

“Well, you are her father, Don Gonzalo. I’m 
sure you’ll be able to think of something.” The 
friar’s smile deepened, not quite touching 
his eyes either. “It is after all, God’s will that 
women be meek and mild and be submissive 
to their fathers, and later their husbands. It is 
the natural order of things. And speaking of 
husbands... How is Silvio?” 

That prat of a would-be son-in-law. Tray 
Modesto’s bastard was a complete moron, 
save for his cocksmanship and his keen ear 
for gossip. Tor a man of the cloth, the friar 
understood the leverage favors of permits 
and loans had on a disgraced ex-general’s 
guilt, and this arrangement was just too vul¬ 
nerable, too perfect to ignore. 

But at least Silvio did prove himself useful 
in social calls... and extricating information 
from the maids and the neighbors’ daughters 
with his own... methods. Bah. 

“Good, good, very helpful 'round the estate,” 
Don Gonzalo muttered, setting his half-fin¬ 
ished cup of tsokolate-ah down with a clatter 
and dabbing at his lips with his handkerchief. 
“Delightful,” the friar beamed. “The boy has a 
good head. I’m sure he’ll make a good woman 
and mother out of Adrianna yet. Every fam¬ 
ily must have a good woman in their lineage, 
no?” 

People knew better than to mention Don 
Gonzalo’s ... wife. It simply was not for polite 
conversation. 

The haciendero harrumphed, rearranging 
himself on the creaking narra seat. Enough 
of this pussyfooting; this was why he detested 
social calls. Summoned like a common dog! 
“Padre, I’m sure you meant to summon me 
for more than ladies’ chit-chat over choco¬ 
late.” 

“Astute as always, Gonzalo; that’s why you’re 
my favorite... parishioner. Well.” The friar 
fished into his cassock pocket and extracted 
a strip of cloth, dirty, mangled, sooty - red. 
Scarlet red, with a white sun and three identi¬ 
cal letters emblazoned on it. 

Don Gonzalo started sweating, and his collar 
felt two sizes too tight. 

“Someone found this around your plantation, 
Don Gonzalo,” Fray Modesto’s words dripped 
with poisoned hone, holding the evidence up 
to the light like the pelt of a field rat and peer¬ 
ing at it with mock interest. “The guardia civil 
seemed to be so very keen on this. Funny how 
there’s such furor over this scrap of cloth, is 
it not?” 

Merde! Rebels in his plantation?! Those filthy 
indios, these upstarts and their stupid revo¬ 


FICTION 


lution would make him lose the land and title, 
have him shipped back to Spain like a dog 
with his tail between his legs. No! No! Never 
again! 

Fray Modesto smiled. Hateful. “You seem lost 
for words, Don Gonzalo. You wouldn’t hap¬ 
pen to know anything - anything about this 
unpleasant business now, would you?” 

The haciendero gulped. “I... I implore you, 
Padre, I have no knowledge of this —” 

“Not harboring any... rebels on the estate 
now, are we?” 

“No! No! My hands are clean, Padre, please 
believe me!” 

The friar stared into Don Gonzalo’s tiny pu¬ 
pils for what felt like a maddening eternity - 
and patted the landowner on the shoulder a 
little too heavier than necessary. “Of course, 
of course. You’re a good man, Gonzalito. You 
would never dream of being disloyal to me.” 
“Yes... Yes, Padre, never, not in a million 
years. Not to you, oh no.” 

“Yes.” Friar Modesto settled back into his 
chair with a deep, feline sigh. 

“Be at peace, I am sure of it. Your daughter, 
however, is another matter.” 


“Ading, pass me the coffee grounds?” Ata- 
laya continued to rub honey into the trussed 
chicken before her with one hand while feel¬ 
ing her way among the jars and pots on the 
kitchen counter with the other. Adrianna took 
a quick break from working with her paring 
knife and handed a copper-colored stone¬ 
ware jar to her companion. “Ayan, thank you. 
This should be good in a few more minutes. 
How’s the ... lemongrass coming along?” 
“Just a few more lines, Ate Tala A Adrianna’s 
slender fingers took up the paring knife once 
more and continued to score slashes and dots 
on the surface of the savory leaves. Here eyes 
would dart every now and then to a damp 
scrap of paper before her, hastily scrawled 
with directions and locations of the reposi¬ 
tioned checkpoints of the guardia civil. She’d 
taken great care to ... finesse the information 
from one of her father’s correspondences in 
his study while he was out on a summons, 
and she was going to make sure her stealth 
and quick work were not going to be in vain. 
“Be careful with that. Are you sure we’re 
alone?” Atalaya eyed the scrap of paper on 
the counter. 

“We are. Sent away the cooks with one of 
Papa’s bottles of rhum. That’s going to keep 
them awhile, and Papa won’t miss it.” 
Adrianna laid and the fronds of lemongrass 
one atop the other in perfect order, etched 


with coded information for the spies of the 
resistance who hid in plain sight. “Good?”, 
Atalaya glanced over her shoulder to check on 
her brother’s sweetheart and her handiwork. 
“Good, Ate. I think your chicken is quite hand¬ 
some and ready for the roast. Fet me.” Adri¬ 
anna widened the chicken’s cavity and thrust 
the sprig of leaf code in, and set the bird to 
roast in the kitchen’s oven. The dish would 
indeed cook, the honey and coffee searing 
and melting their flavors into the fowl, the 
skin crisping, but the message on the lemon¬ 
grass leaves would remain unmolested. The 
two women watched the hot orange flames 
dance around the dish. 

“... This is unexpected and incredibly helpful, 
Ading, but you really didn’t have to.” 

“But I did, Ate. I can’t even find it anywhere 
out in the fields. Who knows who could have 
picked it up? And this is definitely going to 
arouse suspicions...” 

“Hay naku, you worry too much. Our men 
can handle themselves. Still, it is good to be 
more careful in the future. And speaking of 
careful... Does my brother Mando know?” 
Adrianna shook her head. 

“Him. Well, he was always missing the for¬ 
est for the trees. Poor thing’s incredibly in 
love with you, you know. He wouldn’t think 
twice about giving himself up to the guardia 
civil if it meant keeping you safe.” 

“...I know. It’s why I feel so guilty.” 

“Guilty for what?” 

“The kerchief.” 

“Haaaay nako! You’d think you’d already 
killed the man. Took, I’m not even asking 
you to marry him, or run off with him to god 
knows where, though I’m very sure he’d be 
thrilled by that. Just be good to him and don’t 
break the idiot’s heart, that’s all I’m asking.” 
“Ate naman, you know I can do that. I do.” 
“Well, good to hear. I’ll be watching you.” 
“Sehorita, the rhum is all gone!” 

A paring knife flew from Atalaya’s hands 
and planted itself with a thunk into the deep 
wooden jamb of the kitchen door - a hairs- 
breadth away and vibrating near the old 
cook’s temple. 

Adrianna ran to the cook. “Naku, Manang 
Nena! We’re so sorry, we were so surprised 
the knife slipped out of Tala’s hands! Are you 
hurt?” 

“I... think I’m okay, Sehorita. I’m fine...? I 
think I’m seeing things. Some fresh air will 
do me good.” Manang Nena ambled out of the 
kitchen. 

When she was sure they were out of earshot, 
Adrianna peered at her sweetheart’s sister. 
“Show-off.” 
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PLAYBOY NEWS 



THE MRPSC SHOOTS 
AND SCORES 


Shots fired! The Manila Rifle-Pistol and 
Sports Club (MRPSC), sponsored by Play¬ 
boy Philippines, strutted their competency 
in the ballistic arts as they shot through 
the competition in a couple of prestigious 
events, namely the 2017 Jack Enrile Cup 
and the 2017 Bong Bong Marcos Cup 
(BBM Cup). Spearheaded by team captain 
Benedict dela Cruz, a pilot and sport shoot¬ 
er, the MRPSC shone through with their 
exemplary shooting skills as they bagged 
a series of impressive finishes. This in¬ 
cludes: 1st runner-up in the Shotgun Di¬ 
vision Shotgun and 2nd runner-up in the 
Open Division Shotgun in the Jack Enrile 
Cup, and 1st runner-up in Pump Shotgun, 
2nd runner-up in Unlimited Shotgun, and 
Super Senior Champion in 3Gun in the 
BBM Cup. 

The MRPSC team is composed of the 
aforementioned Benedict dela Cruz, play¬ 
ing coach Arthur Santamaria, playing 
coach Herbert So, Ramil Rivera, Joselito 
Placides, Michael Dilangalen, and Nad 
Magpantay. Catch them as they burn lead 
with the force of a hurricane and garner 
even more awards in both local and inter¬ 
national competitions. 


BIRDIES 

AND 

BUNNIES 

Typically, the game of golf is as re¬ 
laxing as a Sunday afternoon stroll 
around the park. This changes when 
you toss in a plethora of sexy Play¬ 
boy Bunnies and a selection of com¬ 
petitive players. And the result is a 
smashing success. 

The 3rd Bunny Cup Golf Tourna¬ 
ment, put up in coordination with 
Playboy’s Givesback Foundation, 
featured stellar play from the par¬ 
ticipants while the Playmates had 
a fabulous time gracing the greens 
and interacting with both players 
and guests. Best of all, the proceeds 
from the event will go to charity. 
The tournament’s 4th installment 
should be even more exciting. 
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V 


PLAYMATE UPDATE 




BEAUTY 

OVERLOAD 

Beauty is in abundance during the 
Miss Universe after-party in Okada 
Manila. In one comer are the stun¬ 
ning participants of the prestigious 
beauty pageant, and in another are 
the ravishingly hot Playboy contin¬ 
gent: including Playmates Say David, 
Janine Rivera, Rob Guinto, and PMOY 
Billy Abeleda, Asian Beauty Unica Ro- 
ces, and the sultry Chx Alcala. The ca¬ 
sino hotel turned into a melting pot 
of glamour and grace that night, with 
the Exorcist head spin being the likely 
result of having way too many head- 
turners in one place. 
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RECALL 


FHIUPPIN El 



THE WOMEN FOR 

PLAYBOY 



MARCH 2014 ISSUE 

Aside from featuring some of the world’s most gorgeous women and its historic logo, Playboy 
has set the aesthetic paradigm of men’s magazines globally by producing some of the most iconic 
covers ever released. In March 2014, we looked back on the most compelling ones as well as those 
that carry significant historical value. We also covered feminism and the millennial generation , 
and published an intimate exchange with actor Ben Affleck. 
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